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REGULATIONS AND OTHER ACTS

Gouvernement du Québec

O.C. 1182-2026, 15 July 2026
Regulation to amend the Water Withdrawal and 
Protection Regulation

WHEREAS under subparagraphs j and l of para- 
graph 16 of section 46 of the Environment Quality Act 
(chapter Q-2), the Government may, by regulation,  
regulate withdrawals of surface water or groundwater, 
in particular on the basis of its different uses, including 
the collection of groundwater whose use or distribution 
is governed by the Food Products Act (chapter P-29), in 
order to, among other purposes,

— prescribe standards for water withdrawal facilities 
and their supply and protection areas;

— prescribe the documents and information whoever 
makes or plans to make a water withdrawal is required to 
send the Minister of the Environment, the Fight against 
Climate Change, Wildlife and Parks and the conditions 
governing their sending, including risk assessment studies 
of protection areas and studies or reports on the actual or 
potential individual or cumulative impacts of the with-
drawal or planned withdrawal on the environment, on 
other users and on public health, and determine which of 
those documents and that information is public and must 
be made available to the public;

WHEREAS, in accordance with sections 10 and 11 of 
the Regulations Act (chapter R-18.1), a draft Regulation to 
amend the Water Withdrawal and Protection Regulation 
was published in Part 2 of the Gazette officielle du Québec 
of 11 March 2026 with a notice that it could be made by 
the Government on the expiry of 45 days following that 
publication;

WHEREAS it is expedient to make the Regulation with 
amendments;

IT IS ORDERED, therefore, on the recommendation of 
the Minister of the Environment, the Fight against Climate 
Change, Wildlife and Parks:

THAT the Regulation to amend the Water Withdrawal 
and Protection Regulation, attached to this Order in 
Council, be made.

DAVID BAHAN
Clerk of the Conseil exécutif

Regulation to amend the Water 
Withdrawal and Protection Regulation
Environment Quality Act 
(chapter Q-2, s. 46, par. 16, subpars. j and l).

1.  Section 11 of the Water Withdrawal and Protection 
Regulation (chapter Q-2, r. 35.2), amended by section 1 
of the Regulation to amend the Water Withdrawal and 
Protection Regulation, made by Order in Council 840-
2026 dated 3 June 2026, is further amended by replacing 
“80” in subparagraph 1 of the first paragraph by “100”.

2.  Section 75, amended by section 20 of the Regulation 
to amend the Water Withdrawal and Protection Regulation, 
made by Order in Council 840-2026 dated 3 June 2026, 
is further amended

(1)  by replacing “The first report must be sent to the 
Minister 6 years after water withdrawal operations begin. 
The second report must be sent 9 years after the transmis-
sion of the first report and the subsequent reports must 
then be sent every 5 years.” in the second paragraph by 
“The first report must be sent to the Minister at the time 
of the application for authorization made in accordance 
with section 169 of the Regulation respecting the regu-
latory scheme applying to activities on the basis of their 
environmental impact (chapter Q-2, r. 17.1). The second 
report must be sent 9 years after the issuance of the autho-
rization or, in the cases referred to in section 99, after the 
transmission of the report in accordance with that section. 
The subsequent reports must then be sent every 5 years.”;

(2)  by replacing “6 years” in the third paragraph by 
“1 year”.

3.  This Regulation comes into force on the fifteenth 
day following the date of its publication in the Gazette  
officielle du Québec, except paragraph 2 of section 2, 
which comes into force on 17 December 2026.
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