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 REGULATIONS AND OTHER ACTS

Gouvernement du Québec

O.C. 1181-2026, 15 July 2026
Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting the  
reclamation of residual materials

WHEREAS under subparagraphs 4 and 5 of the  
first paragraph of section 53.30 of the Environment  
Quality Act (chapter Q-2), the Government may, by  
regulation, regulate the recovery and reclamation of  
residual materials in all or part of the territory of Québec 
and the regulations may, in particular,

— determine the conditions or prohibitions applicable to 
the establishment, operation and closure of any recovery 
or reclamation facility, in particular biological treatment 
and storage facilities, including facilities where sorting 
and transfer operations are carried out and determine the 
conditions or prohibitions to apply after the closure;

— determine the conditions or prohibitions applicable to 
the use, sale, storage and processing of materials intended 
for or resulting from reclamation. For that purpose, the 
regulations may make the standards fixed by a certifying or 
standards body mandatory, and provide that in such a case, 
the references to the standards will include such amend-
ments as may be made to the standards from time to time;

WHEREAS under subparagraph 3 of the first paragraph 
of section 95.1 of the Act, the Government may make  
regulations to prohibit, limit and control sources of  
contamination and the release into the environment of 
any class of contaminants for all or part of the territory 
of Québec;

WHEREAS under subparagraph 20 of the first paragraph 
of that section, the Government may make regulations to 
prescribe the records, reports, documents and information 
to be kept and preserved by any person carrying on an 
activity governed by the Act or the regulations, prescribe 
the conditions governing their keeping, and determine 
their form and content and the conditions governing their  
preservation, in particular the period;

WHEREAS under the first paragraph of section 30 of 
the Act respecting certain measures enabling the enforce-
ment of environmental and dam safety legislation (chapter  
M-11.6), the Government may, in a regulation made 
under the Environment Quality Act, specify that failure to 
comply with a provision of the regulation may give rise 
to a monetary administrative penalty and the regulation 
may set out the conditions for applying the penalty and 
determine the amounts or the methods for calculating them. 
The amounts may vary in particular according to the extent 
to which the standards have been violated;

WHEREAS under the first paragraph of section 45 of 
the Act respecting certain measures enabling the enforce-
ment of environmental and dam safety legislation, the 
Government may determine the provisions of a regula-
tion the Government has made under that Act or the Acts 
concerned whose contravention constitutes an offence 
and renders the offender liable to a fine the minimum and 
maximum amounts of which are set by the Government;

WHEREAS, in accordance with sections 10 and 11 of 
the Regulations Act (chapter R-18.1), a draft Regulation 
to amend the Regulation respecting the reclamation of 
residual materials was published in Part 2 of the Gazette 
officielle du Québec of 11 March 2026 with a notice that 
it could be made by the Government on the expiry of  
45 days following that publication;

WHEREAS it is expedient to make the Regulation with 
amendments;

IT IS ORDERED, therefore, on the recommendation of 
the Minister of the Environment, the Fight against Climate 
Change, Wildlife and Parks:

THAT the Regulation to amend the Regulation  
respecting the reclamation of residual materials, attached 
to this Order in Council, be made.

DAVID BAHAN
Clerk of the Conseil exécutif

Regulation to amend the Regulation 
respecting the reclamation of residual 
materials
Environment Quality Act 
(chapter Q-2, s. 53.30, 1st par., subpars. 4 and 5,  
and s. 95.1, 1st par., subpars. 3 and 20).

Act respecting certain measures enabling the 
enforcement of environmental and dam safety 
legislation 
(chapter M-11.6, s. 30, 1st par., and s. 45, 1st par.).

1.  The Regulation respecting the reclamation of residual 
materials (chapter Q-2, r. 49) is amended in the portion 
before subparagraph 1 of the first paragraph of section 5

(1)  by striking out “254.1,”;

(2)  by inserting “270.1, made by section 99 of the 
Regulation to amend mainly the Regulation respecting 
the regulatory scheme applying to activities on the basis 
of their environmental impact, made by Order in Council 
1177-2026 dated 15 July 2026,” after “269,”;
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(3)  by inserting “281.1, made by section 108 of the 
Regulation to amend mainly the Regulation respecting 
the regulatory scheme applying to activities on the basis 
of their environmental impact, made by Order in Council 
1177-2026 dated 15 July 2026,” after “281,”.

2.  Section 6 is amended

(1)  by inserting “or the second paragraph of sec- 
tion 291, amended by section 127 of the Regulation to 
amend mainly the Regulation respecting the regulatory 
scheme applying to activities on the basis of their environ-
mental impact, made by Order in Council 1177-2026 dated 
15 July 2026,” after “283” in the portion before subpara-
graph 1 of the first paragraph,

(2)  by inserting “or the second paragraph of  
section 291,” after “283” in the second paragraph;

(3)  by adding the following paragraph at the end:

“The first paragraph does not apply when the activity  
is carried out in a sand pit or quarry covered by the 
Regulation respecting sand pits and quarries (chapter Q-2, 
r. 7.1).”.

3.  Section 8 is amended

(1)  by replacing the portion before subparagraph 1 
of the first paragraph by the following: “8.  Where an  
activity referred to in section 259, 261, 263, 268.1, 276, 
277, 282, 285 or 287 of the Regulation respecting the  
regulatory scheme applying to activities on the basis of 
their environmental impact (chapter Q-2, r. 17.1), amended 
by section 116 of the Regulation to amend mainly the 
Regulation respecting the regulatory scheme applying 
to activities on the basis of their environmental impact, 
made by Order in Council 1177-2026 dated 15 July 2026, 
involves the conditioning, crushing, screening, cutting, 
shredding, transfer or sorting of residual materials on site, 
or where an activity referred to in section 269 or 270.1, 
made by section 99 of the Regulation to amend mainly 
the Regulation respecting the regulatory scheme applying 
to activities on the basis of their environmental impact, 
made by Order in Council 1177-2026 dated 15 July 2026, 
involves the screening of such materials on site, the noise 
emitted by those activities, represented by the reference 
noise level obtained at the dwelling or public institution 
must not exceed, for any 1-hour interval, the highest of the 
following sound levels:”;

(2)  by adding the following at the end of the second 
paragraph:

“(3)  activities carried out in a sand pit or quarry referred 
to in the Regulation respecting sand pits and quarries 
(chapter Q-2, r. 7.1) or on the site of a hot mix asphalt plant 
referred to in the Regulation respecting hot mix asphalt 
plants (chapter Q-2, r. 48).”.

4.  Section 9 is amended

(1)  by inserting “, 270.1, made by section 99 of the 
Regulation to amend mainly the Regulation respecting 
the regulatory scheme applying to activities on the basis 
of their environmental impact, made by Order in Council 
1177-2026 dated 15 July 2026” after “269” in the portion 
before subparagraph 1 of the first paragraph;

(2)  by inserting the following after the first paragraph:

“Every person who carries out a category 4 crushed stone 
reclamation activity under section 284 of the Regulation 
respecting the regulatory scheme applying to activities on 
the basis of their environmental impact, amended by sec-
tion 111 of the Regulation to amend mainly the Regulation 
respecting the regulatory scheme applying to activities on 
the basis of their environmental impact, made by Order in 
Council 1177-2026 dated 15 July 2026, elsewhere than 
on land where it was excavated and for the use referred 
to in subparagraph a of paragraph 3 of category 4 in the 
table in section 26 of this Regulation, must keep a daily 
log containing the following information:

(1)  the nature and contaminant concentration in the 
crushed stone;

(2)  the site in the receiving land, in a georeferenced 
format, where the crushed stone is reclaimed;

(3)  the nature and contaminant concentration present in 
the receiving land at the reclamation site.”.

5.  Section 13 is amended by inserting “or 279.2, made 
by section 104 of the Regulation to amend mainly the 
Regulation respecting the regulatory scheme applying to 
activities on the basis of their environmental impact, made 
by Order in Council 1177-2026 dated 15 July 2026” after 
“279” in the portion before subparagraph 1 of the first 
paragraph.

6.  The heading of Chapter III is amended by replacing 
“FROM CONSTRUCTION OR DEMOLITION WORK” 
by “AS RESIDUAL GRANULAR MATERIALS”.

7.  Section 14 is amended

(1)  by striking out the first paragraph;
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(2)  in the second paragraph,

(a) by replacing the portion before subparagraph 1 by 
the following:

“This Chapter prescribes the standards applicable to the 
reclamation, as residual granular materials, in accordance 
with the Regulation respecting the regulatory scheme 
applying to activities on the basis of their environmental 
impact (chapter Q-2, r. 17.1), of the following residual 
materials:”;

(b)  by adding the following at the end of the second 
paragraph:

“(8)  street-cleaning residue from cleaning operations.”.

8.  Section 17 is amended by replacing “must be less 
than 1% by weight” and “must be less than 0.1%” in para-
graph 4 by “must be less than or equal to 1% (w/w)” and 
“must be less than or equal to 0.1% (w/w)”, respectively.

9.  Section 18 is amended by replacing “112” in para-
graph 2 by “125”.

10.  Section 19, amended by section 3 of the Regulation 
to amend the Regulation respecting the reclamation of 
residual materials, made by Order in Council 1044-2026 
dated 2 July 2026, is further amended in the second 
paragraph

(1)  by replacing subparagraph a of subparagraph 4 by 
the following:

“(a)  the area of the land where the work relating to 
the infrastructures is carried out contains no contaminated 
soils whose concentration is greater than the limit values 
in Schedule II to the Land Protection and Rehabilitation 
Regulation, or contaminated materials;”;

(2)  by adding the following at the end:

“(5)  the materials are street-cleaning residue of a 
municipality of less than 5,000 inhabitants and are intended 
to be reused as road abrasives.”.

11.  Section 21 is amended by adding the following at 
the end of the first paragraph:

“(3)  the residual materials are street-cleaning residue.”.

12.  Section 22 is amended by striking out “in  
accordance with the method prescribed by Schedule II”.

13.  Section 25 is amended

(1)  by replacing the first paragraph by the following:

“The samples taken under this Regulation must be  
analyzed by one of the following laboratories, in the  
order indicated, according to whether they are present in 
Québec or not:

(1)  a laboratory accredited by the Minister under  
section 118.6 of the Act;

(2)  a laboratory accredited according to ISO/IEC 
17025, General requirements for the competence of testing 
and calibration laboratories, which is published jointly by 
the International Organization for Standardization and the 
International Electrotechnical Commission;

(3)  a laboratory accredited by the Minister under  
section 118.6 of the Act for the analysis of similar 
parameters.”;

(2)  by replacing “substances” in the second paragraph 
by “parameters”.

14.  Section 26 is amended in the Table

(1)  by adding “, except asphalt” at the end of the  
second and third columns of the second line of case 2 of 
category 2;

(2)  under category 4

(a)  by replacing “The residual granular material is 
reclaimed on the land where the material was excavated 
and” in the portion before paragraph 1 by “The residual 
material”;

(b)  by inserting “in the case of the residual material 
reclaimed on the land where it was excavated,” at the 
beginning of paragraph 2;

(c)  by adding the following after paragraph 2:

“(3)  in the case of the residual material reclaimed  
elsewhere than on the land where it was excavated by the 
same operator on land owned by the operator, as the case 
may be,
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(a)  for the type of use “Construction on institutional, 
commercial or industrial land, including municipal land” 
in the table in section 27, the material is exclusively  
residual crushed stone and it has a contaminant concentra-
tion lower than or equal to the limit values in Schedule I to 
the Land Protection and Rehabilitation Regulation for land 
on which, under a municipal zoning by-law, industrial, 
commercial or institutional uses are authorized, except

i.  land where totally or partially residential buildings 
are built; and

ii.  land where elementary-level or secondary-level  
educational institutions, childcare centres, day care centres, 
hospital centres, residential and long-term care centres, 
rehabilitation centres, child and youth protection centres, 
or correctional facilities are built;

(b)  for the types of use “Construction or repair of  
highways and streets, including those in residential,  
municipal and agricultural sectors” in the table in sec- 
tion 27 that are authorized for category 4, it has a  
contaminant concentration lower than or equal to the 
limit values in Schedule II to the Land Protection and 
Rehabilitation Regulation for land constituting, or intended 
to constitute, the site of a roadway within the meaning of 
the Highway Safety Code.”.

15.  The following is inserted after section 26:

“26.1.  A reclassification may be carried out for residual 
crushed stone that does not meet the conditions to be clas-
sified in accordance with section 26 and that is therefore 
out of category within the meaning of this Regulation for 
one of the following reasons:

(1)  the level of metals, metalloids and other inorganic 
parameters listed in Table 1 of Schedule I is greater than 
the maximum level in the third column of the table;

(2)  when the residual crushed stone is submitted to 
leaching tests in accordance with section 24, the level of 
metals, metalloids and other inorganic parameters in the 
leachate is greater than the maximum level in the fourth 
column of Table 1 of Schedule I;

(3)  the level of petroleum hydrocarbons C10-C50 is 
greater than the maximum level allowed, by reason of the 
use of a synthetic dust control product compliant with BNQ 
2410-300, when the synthetic dust control product is used 
according to the manufacturer’s instructions.

To be reclassified, the residual crushed stone must be 
submitted to two toxicity tests in accordance with sec- 
tion 26.3. Depending on the results of the tests performed 
in accordance with that section, the residual crushed stone 
may be reclassified in the following manner:

(1)  to be reclassified category 1, the results of the  
terrestrial and aquatic toxicity tests on the undiluted  
sample must be lower than 20%;

(2)  to be reclassified category 2, the results of the  
terrestrial and aquatic toxicity tests on the undiluted  
sample must be equal to or higher than 20%, but lower 
than 40%;

(3)  to be reclassified category 3, the results of the  
terrestrial and aquatic toxicity tests on the undiluted  
sample must be equal to or higher than 40%, but lower 
than or equal to 50%.

26.2.  A reclassification may be carried out for the 
asphalt that does not meet the conditions to be classi-
fied in accordance with section 26 and is therefore out of  
category within the meaning of this Regulation for one of 
the following reasons:

(1)  the level of metals, metalloids and other inorganic 
parameters listed in Table 1 of Schedule I is greater than 
the maximum level in the third column of the table;

(2)  when the asphalt is submitted to leaching tests in 
accordance with section 24, the level of metals, metalloids 
and other inorganic parameters in the leachate is greater 
than the maximum level in the fourth column of Table 1 
of Schedule I.

To be reclassified, the asphalt must be submitted to two 
toxicity tests in accordance with section 26.3. Depending 
on the results of the tests performed in accordance with 
that section, the asphalt may be reclassified category 3 if 
the results of the terrestrial and aquatic toxicity tests on the 
undiluted sample are lower than or equal to 50%.

26.3.  The following toxicity tests must be performed 
for residual crushed stone and asphalt to be reclassified:

(1)  a plant toxicity test among the following:

(a)  the growth and growth with barley (Hordeum  
vulgare) inhibition toxicity tests over a period of 14 days 
using synthetic reference soil;
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(b)  the aquatic toxicity and algae growth inhibition 
test with the algae Raphidocelis subcapitata (formerly 
known as Pseudokircheriella subcapitata) for a period of 
96 hours;

(2)  a toxicity test with invertebrates among the 
following:

(a)  the lethality aquatic toxicity test with daphnia 
(Daphnia magna) for a period of 48 hours;

(b)  the lethality toxicity test with earthworms for a 
period of 14 days.

For the aquatic tests referred to in subparagraph b of 
subparagraph 1 and subparagraph a of subparagraph 2 of 
the first paragraph, the leachate must be prepared using 
a leaching procedure appropriate for ecotoxicity testing, 
i.e., simple water leaching for 2 hours at a solid-to-water 
ratio of 1:10 or acid leaching for 24 hours at a solid-to-acid 
ratio of 1:10.”.

16.  Section 27 is amended in the table

(1)  by adding “and street-cleaning residue” after “only” 
in the type of use “Road abrasives – crushed stone and 
cuttings and tailings from the dimension stone sector only” 
of the section “Miscellaneous activities”;

(2)  by inserting the following line after the type of 
use “Road abrasives – crushed stone and cuttings and  
tailings from the dimension stone sector only” of the  
section “Miscellaneous activities”:

“

Manufacturing of granular materials compliant 
with BNQ 2560-114 – crushed stone and cuttings 
and tailings from the dimension stone sector only X    

”;

(3)  by adding “X” in the column of category 3 of the 
type of use “Construction on institutional, commercial or 
industrial land, including municipal land” of the section 
“Miscellaneous activities”;

(4)  by inserting “non-asphalted” before “bicycle path” 
in the type of use “Recreation and tourism facilities 
(bicycle path, park, etc.)” of the section “Miscellaneous 
activities”;

(5)  by inserting the following line after the type of use 
“Recreation and tourism facilities (bicycle path, park, 
etc.)” of the section “Miscellaneous activities”:

“

Asphalted bicycle path X X X X
”;

(6)  by adding “X” in the column of category 3 of the 
types of use “Noise-abatement embankment and visual 
screen” and “Construction and rehabilitation of a snow 
disposal site” of the section “Miscellaneous activities”;

(7)  by adding “manufacturing” at the end in the type 
of use “Hot-mix or cold-mix asphalt” of the section 
“Miscellaneous activities”;

(8)  by adding the following at the end:

“

Improved infrastructure within the meaning of 
BNQ 2560-114 X X X X
Backfill closure within the meaning of BNQ 
2560-114 X X X X
Construction or repairing infrastructures of the energy sector 
Storage area, transformation station yard structure 
and temporary work area on residential or 
agricultural land, on the land of an elementary-
level or secondary-level educational institution, a 
childcare centre or a day care centre X   X
Storage area, transformation station yard structure 
and temporary work area on industrial land X X X X
Storage area, transformation station yard structure 
and temporary work area on institutional, 
commercial or industrial land, including municipal 
land X X  X
Bedding, surrounding soil and backfilling of cable 
trenches on residential or agricultural land, an 
elementary-level or secondary-level educational 
institution, a childcare centre or a day care centre X    
Bedding, surrounding soil and backfilling of cable 
trenches on institutional, commercial or industrial 
land, including municipal land X X X X

”.

17.  Section 28 is amended

(1)  by replacing “paragraph of section 9,” in para- 
graph 2 by “or second paragraphs of section 9, or the first 
paragraph of section”;
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(2)  by replacing “the second paragraph of section 9, 
11, 11.1, 12 or 13” and “that paragraph” in paragraph 4 
by, respectively, “the third paragraph of section 9 or the 
second paragraph of section 11, 11.1, 12 or 13” and “those 
paragraphs”;

(3)  by inserting the following after paragraph 4.1:

“(4.2)  to have the samples taken under this Regulation 
analyzed by an accredited laboratory or a person who holds 
a registration certificate in accordance with section 25”.

18.  Section 31 is amended by inserting “25 or” after 
section.

19.  Schedule I is amended

(1)  in Table 1,

(a)  by replacing “0.05” in the fourth column in the line 
of parameter “Manganese (Mn)” by “0.054”;

(b)  by adding the following footnote:

“4.  Leaching to simulate acid rain and water leaching 
only for the parameter.”;

(2)  in Table 2 by replacing

(a)  “0.1” wherever appearing in the lines respecting 
parameters “Butylbenzylphtalate”, “Dimethylphtalate” and 
“Di-n-octylphtalate” by “0.2”;

(b)  “0.1” wherever appearing in the lines respecting 
parameters “Bis (2-Ethylhexyl) phtalate”, “Diethylphtalate” 
and “Di-n-butylphtalate” by “0.5”.

20.  Schedule II is revoked.

21.  This Regulation comes into force on 13 August 
2026, except

(1)  section 1, paragraph 1 of section 3 and paragraph 1 
of section 4, which come into force on 25 January 2027; 
and

(2)  section 5, which comes into force on 27 October 
2026.
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