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 REGULATIONS AND OTHER ACTS

Gouvernement du Québec

O.C. 1179-2026, 15 July 2026
Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting regula-
tory measures for activities under the responsibility of 
municipalities carried out in bodies of water and on 
flood protection works

WHEREAS under paragraph 10 of section 46.0.22 
of the Environment Quality Act (chapter Q-2), the 
Government may, by regulation, prohibit or limit the 
carrying out of any work, the erecting of any structures 
or the carrying out of any other interventions in wetlands 
and bodies of water or on flood protection works;

WHEREAS under paragraph 11 of that section, the 
Government may, by regulation, in the cases and under the 
conditions specified, make the carrying out of any work, 
the erecting of any structures or the carrying out of any 
other interventions in wetlands and bodies of water subject 
to the issue of a permit by the municipality concerned;

WHEREAS under paragraph 12 of that section, the 
Government may, by regulation, establish the standards 
applicable to the work, structures or other interventions 
carried out or erected in wetlands and bodies of water in 
order to ensure adequate protection of the safety, welfare 
or comfort of human beings or to prevent adverse effects 
on property;

WHEREAS under paragraph 15 of that section, the 
Government may, by regulation, establish the standards 
applicable to flood protection works, in particular with 
regard to design, maintenance and monitoring;

WHEREAS, in accordance with sections 10 and 11 of 
the Regulations Act (chapter R-18.1), a draft Regulation to 
amend the Regulation respecting regulatory measures for 
activities under the responsibility of municipalities carried 
out in bodies of water and on flood protection works was 
published in Part 2 of the Gazette officielle du Québec 
of 11 March 2026 with a notice that it could be made by 
the Government on the expiry of 45 days following that 
publication;

WHEREAS it is expedient to make the Regulation with 
amendments;

IT IS ORDERED, therefore, on the recommendation of 
the Minister of the Environment, the Fight against Climate 
Change, Wildlife and Parks:

THAT the Regulation to amend the Regulation  
respecting regulatory measures for activities under the 
responsibility of municipalities carried out in bodies of 
water and on flood protection works, appended to this 
Order in Council, be made.

DAVID BAHAN
Clerk of the Conseil exécutif

Regulation to amend the Regulation 
respecting regulatory measures for 
activities under the responsibility of 
municipalities carried out in bodies of 
water and on flood protection works
Environment Quality Act 
(chapter Q-2, s. 46.0.22, pars. 10, 11, 12 and 15).

1.  The Regulation respecting regulatory measures 
for activities under the responsibility of municipalities 
carried out in bodies of water and on flood protection 
works (chapter Q-2, r. 17.2) is amended by inserting the  
following definition in alphabetical order in the first para-
graph of section 5:

““aquatic weed cutting” means an action consisting 
in cutting aquatic vegetation in ponds, lakes and water-
courses using a machine mounted on a boat;”.

2.  Section 8 is amended

(1)  by replacing “and more” in paragraph 8 by  
“or more”;

(2)  by replacing “more than 50%” in paragraph 12 by 
“50% or more”.

3.  Section 18 is amended by striking out paragraph 3.

4.  The heading of subdivision 4 of Division II of 
Chapter II is amended by inserting “, buildings” after 
“works”.

5.  The heading of subdivision 5 of Division II of 
Chapter II is revoked.

6.  Section 24 is amended by replacing “that was not 
caused by a flood” in paragraph 2 by “, other than damage 
caused by a flood”.
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7.  Section 34 is replaced by the following:

“34.  The construction of a culvert, in a littoral zone, 
the total opening of which does not exceed 1.2 m and 
whose construction complies with the conditions in para-
graphs 2 to 6 of section 44, and the construction of a 
road, whose construction complies with the conditions in 
section 42 and also requires the construction of a culvert 
must also comply with the following conditions:

(1)  for the work relating to the culvert, the conditions 
in sections 60 to 64, 66 to 69, 74, 75 and 78;

(2)  for the work relating to the road, the conditions in 
sections 60 to 64, 66 to 69, 75 and 78.”.

8.  Section 42 is amended

(1)  by replacing “eligible for or exempted from a  
declaration of compliance under” in the third paragraph 
by “requires a municipal permit under Division II of”;

(2)  by replacing the fifth paragraph by the following:

“This section does not apply in the following cases:

(1)  the work is carried out in any wetland present in  
a flood zone or a long-term channel migration zone;

(2)  the work is carried out exclusively in a littoral zone 
or a lakeshore or riverbank and involves the construction 
of a culvert the total opening of which does not exceed 
1.2 m;”.

9.  Section 46 is amended in the first paragraph

(1)  by replacing “or storm water management system” 
in the portion before subparagraph 1 of the first paragraph 
by “, storm water management system or any other type 
of wastewater disposal pipe”;

(2)  by replacing “or” in the portion before subpara-
graph a of subparagraph 1 of the first paragraph by “and 
the other types of pipes as well as”;

(3)  by replacing “if the system has” in subparagraph 4 
of the first paragraph by “in the case of”.

10.  Section 58 is amended

(1)  by replacing paragraph 2 by the following:

“(2)  if the application is for construction, in a flood 
zone, of a residential building whose structure or any part 
of the structure is situated below the protection objective 

applicable under Schedule III, an opinion signed by a 
professional showing that on completion of the work, the 
building will be able to resist

(a)  a 350 year f lood in the case of a f lood zone 
whose boundaries are established in accordance with  
sections 46.0.2.1 to 46.0.2.3 of the Act;

(b)  a 100 year flood in the case of a flood zone whose 
boundaries are established under Schedule II;”;

(2)  by adding the following at the end:

“This section applies to any body of water present in 
a flood zone or a channel migration zone, as applicable.”.

11.  Section 60 is amended by adding the following 
at the end:

“(3)  explosives may be used only when the work 
requires it and there are no other means of carrying out 
the work.”.

12.  Section 61 is amended by striking out “in the 
dewatered zone,” in subparagraph b of subparagraph 4 
of the first paragraph.

13.  Section 63 is amended 

(1)  by replacing paragraph 2 by the following:

“(2)  the survival rate of the vegetation or cover must be

(a)  in the case of sphagnum, 35% in the fifth year  
following revegetation;

(b) in other cases, 80% in the year following 
revegetation.”;

(2)  by adding the following at the end:

“If the survival rate provided in subparagraph 2 of the 
first paragraph is not attained, the dead vegetation must 
be replaced.”.

14.  Section 83 is amended

(1)  by inserting “and its accessory works and  
buildings” after “building” in the portion before 
paragraph 1;

(2)  by inserting “or works” after “building” in 
paragraph 2;
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(3)  by adding the following at the end:

“(3)  if the work involves a residential building’s  
accessory works or buildings,

(a)  the total encroachment area in the littoral zone 
of the accessory works or buildings, including existing 
works and buildings, must not exceed 30 m2 or is of an 
area equal to that of the initial encroachment area of the 
accessory works or building if that area was 30 m2 or 
less; and

(b)  the work does not require backfilling or excavation, 
other than minor ground leveling.”.

15.  Section 85 is amended in the first paragraph

(1)  by striking out “of a residential building” in 
subparagraph 3;

(2)  by replacing “et” in subparagraph a of paragraph 4 
of the French text by “ou”.

16.  Section 98 is amended by striking out “of a  
residual building” in the portion before subparagraph a 
of subparagraph 2 of the first paragraph.

17.  Section 119 is amended by striking out “in the 
dewatered zone,” in subparagraph b of paragraph 3.

18.  Section 121 is amended

(1)  by replacing paragraph 2 by the following:

“(2)  the survival rate of the vegetation or cover must be

(a)  in the case of sphagnum, 35% in the fifth year  
following revegetation;

(b) in other cases, 80% in the year following 
revegetation.”;

(2)  by adding the following at the end:

“If the survival rate provided in subparagraph 2 of the 
first paragraph is not attained, the dead vegetation must 
be replaced.”.

19.  This Regulation comes into force on the fifteenth 
day following the date of its publication in the Gazette 
officielle du Québec.

108337

♦ ♦ ♦


