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Draft Regulation

Environment Quality Act
(chapter Q-2)

Act respecting certain measures enabling the
enforcement of environmental and dam safety legislation
(chapter M-11.6)

Water quality in swimming pools and other
artificial pools
— Amendment

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with sections 10
and 11 of the Regulations Act (chapter R-18.1), that the
Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting water
quality in swimming pools and other artificial pools,
appearing below, may be made by the Government on
the expiry of 45 days following this publication.

The Regulation respecting water quality in swimming
pools and other artificial pools (chapter Q-2, r. 39) is
amended to clarify the types of pools that are not subject
to the Regulation.

A number of amendments concerning the standards and
monitoring of water quality are also made, in particular to
adjust certain water quality standards such as those per-
taining to the concentrations of residual disinfectant, and
to adjust the number of manual measurements required
daily in the presence of continuous measuring equipment.
Alleviations are also made with respect to the standards
and monitoring applicable to splash pads and fountains in
which water is never recirculated, in which the accumu-
lation of water is less than 5 cm and that are exclusively
supplied with groundwater.

In addition, a number of amendments are made with
respect to pools that are accessible to the public and
intended for renters or tourists. In the case of pools
used by the occupants of nine dwelling units or less, the
requirement to comply with the water quality standards
is maintained, but periodic monitoring is removed. In
the case of pools used by the occupants of between nine
and fifty-one dwelling units, the periodic monitoring is
lowered.

The draft Regulation also amends the conditions for
closing and reopening pools to ensure a better protection
of users.

Moreover, the requirements related to the keeping of
the record such as its posting, signature and minimum
contents are updated.

Various amendments are made, in particular with
respect to the definitions, in order to simplify the inter-
pretation and application of certain sections.

Lastly, for simplification purposes, and considering
the existing regulatory update tools, the requirement
to report to the Government every 5 years on the
advisability of amending the Regulation respecting water
quality in swimming pools and other artificial pools would
be repealed.

The proposed amendments will result in annual
savings estimated at about $8M in terms of compliance
costs, in particular with respect to the reduction of the
requirements for the periodic monitoring of small pools
accessible to the public and intended for rental or tourist
use, and with respect to the reduction of the number of
manual measurements required in the presence of con-
tinuous measuring equipment. In terms of administrative
formalities, the draft Regulation will generate savings
estimated at about $0.8M, mainly due to the reduction
of the requirements for the periodic monitoring of pools
accessible to the public and for use by renters and tourists.
The other amendments will result in annual costs of about
$0.2M, in particular with respect to the increase in the
amount of information to be entered in the daily record.

Further information on the draft Regulation may be
obtained by contacting Maude Durand, director, Bureau
de stratégie législative et réglementaire, Ministére de
I’Environnement, de la Lutte contre les changements
climatiques, de la Faune et des Parcs, 675, boule-
vard René-Lévesque Est, 29¢ étage, boite 14, Québec
(Québec) GIR 5V7; email: question.bslr@environnement.

gouv.gc.ca.

Any person wishing to comment on the draft Regulation
is requested to submit written comments within the 45-day
period to Maude Durand at the above contact information.

BERNARD DRAINVILLE
Minister of the Environment, the Fight Against Climate
Change, Wildlife and Parks
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Regulation to amend the Regulation
respecting water quality in swimming
pools and other artificial pools

Environment Quality Act

(chapter Q-2, s. 46, pars. 1, 2 and 6, s. 87, pars. @ and f,
and s. 95.1, Ist par., subpars. 1, 4, 5, 10, 18, 20, 21, 23,
24,25 and 25.1).

Act respecting certain measures enabling the
enforcement of environmental and dam safety legislation
(chapter M-11.6, s. 30, Ist par., and s. 45, 1st par.).

1. The Regulation respecting water quality in
swimming pools and other artificial pools (chapter Q-2,
r. 39) is amended in section 3

(1) by replacing paragraph 4 by the following:

“(4) splash pads or fountains in which water is never
recirculated, in which the accumulation of water is less
than 5 cm and that are directly supplied by a distribution
system subject to the Regulation respecting the quality of
drinking water (chapter Q-2, r. 40), except if the system
is subject only to the requirements in Chapter V.1 of that
Regulation;”;

(2) by replacing paragraph 6 by the following:

“(6) pools having the characteristics of a natural
ecosystem such as the presence of fauna or flora, a riperian
strip developed in whole or in part, or a sand substrate.”.

2. Section 4 is replaced by the following:
“4. For the purposes of this Regulation,

“Minister” means the Minister of Sustainable
Development, Environment and Parks; (ministre)

“person in charge of a pool” means the owner or
operator of a pool; (responsable d’un bassin)

“pool” means swimming pools or any other artificial
pools, including splash pads, fountains, wading pools
designed for young children to swim in and whose depth
does not exceed 60 cm, and whirlpools designed to sit in
and not to swim in, that is not emptied, cleaned or filled
before being used by a new user and that is equipped with
water jets, air jets or a combination of those jets; (bassin)

“professional” means a professional within the meaning
of section 1 of the Professional Code (chapter C-26) whose
order governs the practice of preparing notices on water
treatment equipment or any other person legally autho-
rized to practise that activity in Québec; (professionnel)

“splash pad or fountain supplied with groundwater”
means splash pads or fountains in which water is never
recirculated, in which the accumulation of water is less
than 5 cm and that are exclusively supplied with ground-
water; (jeu d’eau ou fontaine alimenté avec des eaux
souterraines)

“swimming pool” means an artificial pool in which
persons may swim, wade or dive and having a water depth
exceeding 60 cm. (piscine)

B. Section 5 is amended
(1) in the table of the first paragraph

(@) by striking out the line concerning the parameter
“Fecal coliforms™;

(b) by replacing “0.8” in the line concerning the
parameter “Free chlorine — indoor pools” in the column
“Standard” by “0.5”;

(¢) by replacing “0.8 to 3.0 in the line concerning the
parameter “Free chlorine — outdoor pools” in the column
“Standard” by “1.0 to 4.0”;

(d) by replacing “Hardness” in the line concerning
the parameter “Hardness” in the column “Parameter” by
“Calcium hardness”;

(e) by replacing “7.2” in the line concerning the
parameter “pH” in the column “Standard” by “7.0”;

(2) in the fifth paragraph by replacing “ultraviolet (UV)
lamps” by “ultraviolet (UV) reactors”;

(3) in the sixth paragraph by replacing “greater
than 700 mV” by “between 600 and 900 mV™’.

4. Section 6 is amended

(1) by replacing “35 °C” and “, bromine and ORP”
in the first paragraph by “32 °C” and “and bromine”
respectively;

(2) by striking out the second paragraph.
3. The following is inserted after section 6:

“6.1. When ultraviolet (UV) reactors are used to

disinfect a splash pad or fountain supplied with ground-
water, the following conditions must be met:
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(1) the UV reactors are certified compliant with ANSI/
NSF Standard 55, Ultraviolet Microbiological Water
Treatment Systems, applicable to Class A systems, or
offer a performance at least equivalent to that required in
that standard for that class of systems;

(2) when the UV reactors used are not certified com-
pliant with ANSI/NSF Standard 55 applicable to Class A
systems, the person in charge of the splash pad or foun-
tain ensured by means of a prepared notice signed by a
professional that the reactors offer a performance at least
equivalent to that required under subparagraph 1;

(3) the UV reactors are functioning during the opening
hours of the splash pad or fountain;

(4) the disinfected water is directly sent to the splash
pad or fountain without being retained beforehand.

The notice required under subparagraph 2 of the first
paragraph must be made available to the Minister as long
as the UV reactors are in place.

The standards in sections 5 and 6 do not apply to splash
pads or fountains supplied with groundwater, except the
standards in section 5 with regard to Escherichia coli and
pH parameters.”.

6. Section 7 is replaced by the following:

“7. Swimming pool water clarity must be such that the
black circle referred to in section 10.27 of the Construction
Code (chapter B-1.1, r. 2), amended by the Regulation to
amend the Construction Code, approved by Order in
Council 811-2025 dated 18 June 2025, is visible from any
point of the deck.

For the purposes of the first paragraph, “deck” means
the surface immediately surrounding a swimming pool
and to which bathers have direct access when exiting the
water.”.

'd. Section 9 is amended

(1) by replacing “of a pool accessible to the general
public or a restricted group of persons, or a private
pool for the use of immovables or mobile home parks
having more than 50 dwelling units must collect or have
water samples collected” in the first paragraph by “of
any pool, other than a pool for the use of rental units,
tourist units, immovables or mobile home parks having
less than 51 dwelling units, must collect water samples”;

(2) by replacing the second paragraph by the following:

“Despite the first paragraph, the person in charge of
a splash pad or fountain supplied with groundwater is
only required to collect the samples for pH analysis. The
minimum sampling frequency in the second paragraph of
section 10 applies, with the necessary modifications, to
the collection of those samples.

When a continuous measuring equipment is installed
to measure a residual disinfectant or the pH, the person
in charge of the pool must perform at least 1 manual test
in the hour before the pool opens and halfway through its
operation for comparison purposes.”.

8. Section 10 is replaced by the following:

“10. The person in charge of a pool, other than a pool
for the use of rental units, tourist units, immovables or
mobile home parks having less than 51 dwelling units,
must also collect water samples to monitor Escherichia
coli bacteria and turbidity.

The samples are to be collected at least once every
4 weeks of operation for indoor pools and splash pads
or fountains supplied with groundwater and once every
2 weeks of operation for other outdoor pools, with
samples taken not fewer than 10 days apart during the pool
opening period. In the case of outdoor pools filled with
water that does not meet all bacteriological standards in
the Regulation respecting the quality of drinking water
(chapter Q-2, r. 40), the first microbiological analysis
results must be available at the time the season opens.

Despite the first paragraph, no sampling is required to
monitor turbidity in the case of splash pads or fountains
supplied with groundwater.”.

9. Section 11 is amended

(1) by striking out “private”;

(2) by inserting “rental units, tourist units,” after “for
the use of”’;

(3) by replacing “collect or have water samples
collected” by “collect water samples”.

10. Secction 14 is amended in the first paragraph
(1) by replacing “or 12” by “, 12 or 16”;

(2) by striking out “of Sustainable Development,
Environment and Parks”.
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IL. Section 15 is amended by replacing “immediately
communicate” by “, without delay, communicate”.

12. Section 16 is amended by replacing “collect or
have a second sample collected” in the second paragraph
by “collect a second sample”.

13. Sections 17, 18 and 19 are replaced by the
following:

“17. The person in charge of a pool must immediately
evacuate and close access to the pool concerned in the
following situations:

(1) the complete shutdown of the filtration system,
except in the case of a planned shutdown as part of a
competition or the maintenance of the water treatment
equipment;

(2) the complete shutdown of the disinfection system
for which no manual remedial measure may be taken to
ensure the maintenance of the water quality;

(3) following events such as the presence of vomitus
or feces;

(4) during any other situation exposing persons to
soiling or contamination.

The person in charge of a pool must do the same in the
presence of

(1) free residual chlorine in a concentration lower
than 0.5 mg/1 or total residual bromine in a concentration
lower than 0.6 mg/l;

(2) free residual chlorine in a concentration greater
than 5.0 mg/1 or total bromine in a concentration greater
than 10.0 mg/l;

(3) chloramines in a concentration greater than
1.0 mg/1 for more than 24 hours;

(4) pH greater than 8,
(5) turbidity greater than 5 UTN; or
(6) bacteria in a concentration greater than the

standards in section 5 in the second sample collected
pursuant to the second paragraph of section 16.

Despite the first and second paragraphs, the person in
charge of a splash pad or fountain supplied with ground-
water is only required to take those measures in the situa-
tions referred to in subparagraph 4 of the first paragraph
and subparagraph 6 of the second paragraph.

18. Following the presence of vomitus or feces
in a pool, the person in charge of the pool must, after
evacuating and closing access to the pool concerned,

(1) for liquid feces, increase the free residual chlorine
concentration to at least 20.0 mg/1 for 13 hours and main-
tain the pH under or equal to 7.5 during that period;

(2) for solid feces or vomitus, increase the free residual
chlorine concentration to at least 2.0 mg/I for 30 minutes
and maintain the pH under or equal to 7.5 during that
period.

Despite the first paragraph, the person in charge may
use any other equivalent combination of the product of
the concentration of a residual disinfectant (mg/l) by the
time of contact (hours).

This section does not apply to the person in charge of a
splash pad or fountain supplied with groundwater.

19. The person in charge of a pool whose access has
been closed under section 17 may reopen the pool

(1) for the situations referred to in the first paragraph of
that section, other than the presence of vomitus or feces,
as soon as the values of the parameters analyzed under
section 9 meet the quality standards in Chapter II;

(2) for the situations referred to in the second para-
graph of that section, as soon as the values of the
parameters that were exceeded again meet the quality
standards in Chapter II; and

(3) in the presence of vomitus or feces, after the
applicable period under section 18 has elapsed and as soon
as the values of the residual disinfectant and the pH again
meet the quality standards in Chapter I1I.

Despite the first paragraph, the person in charge of
a splash pad or fountain supplied with groundwater
may reopen the pool as soon as the concentration of
Escherichia coli bacteria meets the quality standard in
section 5.”.

14. The heading of Chapter V is amended by adding
“AND POSTING” at the end.
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I3. Section 20 is replaced by the following:

“20. The person in charge of a pool, other than a pool
for the use of rental units, tourist units, immovables or
mobile home parks having less than 10 dwelling units,
must keep a record containing

(1) the results of the monitoring performed under
sections 9 to 12 and 16, including all the results from
measuring equipment, from manual measurements and
from laboratory analysis of samples;

(2) identification of the pool, the date of the
monitoring, the names of the persons who performed the
monitoring and the contact information of the person in
charge of the pool;

(3) the opening days of the pool and, for each, the
opening and closing hours;

(4) the total number of bathers during each day of
opening and during each sample taken under sections 9
and 11;

(5) for all the samples taken for on-site analysis under
sections 9 and 11, the time of the sampling;

(6) adescription of any event referred to in sections 16
to 19 and the remedial measures, including in the cases
described in section 18, the nature of the contamination,
the content of the residual disinfectant and the time of
contact during the intervention;

(7) an indication of any exceeding of the standards
in sections 5 and 6 and a description of the remedial
measures; and

(8) the quality standards in Chapter II applicable to
the pool.

The results sent under section 14 must be attached to
the record.”.

16. Section 21 is revoked.
1'7. Section 22 is replaced by the following:

“22. The record and results sent under section 14 must
be kept for 5 years and be made available to the Minister
and the public health director of the region concerned.

The information entered in the record during a day must

be posted during the pool opening period where it may be
consulted by any interested person. The information and

the results sent under section 14 in the last 30 days must
be kept at the operation site and be accessible during the
entire pool opening period to anyone who so requests.

22.0.1. The person in charge of a pool for the use of
rental units, tourist units, immovables or mobile home
parks having less than 10 dwelling units must place at the
entrance of the pool, where it may be consulted at all times
by any interested person, a sign indicating that the pool is
not subject to the water quality monitoring provided for
in Chapter III of this Regulation.”.

18. Sections 22.1 and 22.2 are replaced by the
following:

“22.1. A monetary administrative penalty of $250 in
the case of a natural person or $1,000 in other cases may
be imposed on any person who fails

(1) to post the information entered in the record or to
keep them at the operation site in accordance with the
second paragraph of section 22;

(2) to place the sign provided for in section 22.0.1;

(3) to comply with a provision of this Regulation for
which no monetary administrative penalty is otherwise
provided for.

22.2. A monetary administrative penalty of $350 in
the case of a natural person or $1,500 in other cases may
be imposed on any person who fails

(1) to make available to the Minister or keep the notice
required under subparagraph 2 of the first paragraph of
section 6.1 in accordance with the second paragraph of
that section;

(2) to keep the record containing the information
prescribed by the first paragraph of section 20;

(3) to attach to the record the results referred to in the
second paragraph of section 20;

(4) to keep the record or the results referred to in the
first paragraph of section 22 for the period provided for in
that paragraph or to make them available to the Minister
or the public health director;

(5) to keep the information or the results referred to
in the second paragraph of section 22 during the period
provided for in that paragraph or to make them available
to anyone who so requests.”.
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19. Section 22.3 is amended
(1) in paragraph 1
(@) by inserting “or take measurements” after “water”;

(b) by replacing “at the frequency provided for” by
“at the time provided for”;

(2) by replacing paragraph 4 by the following:

“(4) to take the measures prescribed by section 18
according to the conditions set out.”.

20. Section 22.4 is amended

(1) by replacing “to ensure compliance with” in para-
graph 1 by “to comply with the conditions and”;

(2) by replacing “to ensure compliance with the
chlorine, bromine or oxidation- reduction potential
(ORP)” in paragraph 2 by “to comply with the”;

(3) by replacing paragraph 3 by the following:

“(3) to comply with the conditions prescribed by the
first paragraph of section 6.1;

(3.1) to comply with the water clarity standards
prescribed by section 7;”;

(4) by replacing “immediately” in paragraph 6 by
“without delay”;

(5) by replacing “or have a second sample collected”
in paragraph 7 by “a second sample;

(6) by striking out paragraph 8.
21. Section 22.5 is amended

(1) by striking out subparagraph 3 of the first
paragraph;

(2) by adding the following paragraph at the end:
“The penalty in the first paragraph may also be imposed

to anyone who again gives access to a pool without
complying with the conditions set out in section 19.”.

22. Sections 23 and 24 are replaced by the following:
“23. Every person who

(1) fail to post the information entered in the record or
to keep the information at the operation site in accordance
with the second paragraph of section 22,

(2) contravenes section 22.0.1, or

(3) contravenes this Regulation in the cases where no
other offence is provided for, commits an offence and is
liable, in the case of a natural person, to a fine of $1,000 to
$100,000 or, in other cases, to a fine of $3,000 to $600,000.

24. Every person who contravenes the second para-
graph of section 6.1, section 20 or the first paragraph of
section 22 or fails to keep the information or the results
referred to in the second paragraph of section 22 during
the period provided for in that paragraph or to make them
available to anyone who so requests commits an offence
and is liable, in the case of a natural person, to a fine
of $2,000 to $100,000 or, in other cases, to a fine of
$6,000 to $600,000.”.

23. Section 25 is amended by striking out “the first
paragraph of™.

24. Sections 26 to 28.1 are replaced by the following:
“26. Every person who

(1) contravenes section 5 or 6, the first paragraph of
section 6.1 or section 7,

(2) fails to empty or disinfect daily the type of pool
referred to in section 8 before filling or using the pool
again, in accordance with the first paragraph of that
section, or

(3) contravenes section 12, 15 or 16, commits an
offence and is liable, in the case of a natural person, to a
fine of $4,000 to $250,000 or, in other cases, to a fine of
$12,000 to $1,500,000.

27. Every person who
(1) fails to empty or disinfect the type of pool referred

to in section 8 following the presence of vomitus or feces,
in accordance with the first paragraph of that section, or
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(2) contravenes section 17 or 19, commits an offence
and is liable, in the case of a natural person, to a fine of
$8,000 to $500,000 or, despite article 231 of the Code of
Penal Procedure (chapter C-25.1), to a maximum term
of imprisonment of 18 months, or to both the fine and
imprisonment, or, in other cases, to a fine of $24,000
to $3,000,000.”.

25. Section 31 is revoked.

26. This Regulation comes into force on the fifteenth
day following the date of its publication in the Gazette
officielle du Québec.
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