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 REGULATIONS AND OTHER ACTS

Gouvernement du Québec

O.C. 1334-2025, 5 November 2025
Regulation to amend the Dam Safety Regulation

WHEREAS, under section 16 of the Dam Safety Act 
(chapter S-3.1.01), every high-capacity dam must, at the 
intervals and on the other conditions determined by the 
Government by regulation, undergo a safety review by an 
engineer to assess its safety in terms of good practice and 
regulatory safety standards, and the safety review must, 
in particular, identify any situation liable to compromise 
the safety of the works and indicate, where applicable, the 
proposed remedial measures;

WHEREAS, under section 20 of the Act, every high-
capacity dam must be monitored and maintained on a 
regular basis to ensure the timely detection and correction 
of any deficiency and to maintain the works in good repair; 
the Government may, by regulation, determine the condi-
tions applicable to the monitoring of the works, including 
monitoring frequency and the qualifications required of 
the persons who perform the monitoring;

WHEREAS, under section 37 of the Act, the regula-
tory provisions made by the Government pursuant to the 
Act may vary according to the classes of dams, any of the 
parameters mentioned in the second paragraph of sec-
tion 14 or the classes of dam owners that may otherwise be 
established by the provisions, and specify the conditions 
in which and time limits within which the provisions may 
be applied to existing works;

WHEREAS, in accordance with sections 10 and 11 of 
the Regulations Act (chapter R-18.1), a draft Regulation 
to amend the Dam Safety Regulation was published in  
Part 2 of the Gazette officielle du Québec of 9 July 2025 
with a notice that it could be made by the Government on 
the expiry of 45 days following that publication;

WHEREAS it is expedient to make the Regulation 
without amendment;

IT IS ORDERED, therefore, on the recommendation 
of the Minister of the Environment, the Fight Against 
Climate Change, Wildlife and Parks:

THAT the Regulation to amend the Dam Safety 
Regulation, attached to this Order in Council, be made.

DAVID BAHAN
Clerk of the Conseil exécutif

Regulation to amend the Dam Safety 
Regulation
Dam Safety Act 
(chapter S-3.1.01, ss. 16, 20 and 37).

1.  The Dam Safety Regulation (chapter S-3.1.01, r. 1) 
is amended by inserting the following after section 44:

“44.1.  The site inspections of a dam whose classifica-
tion is revised must, as of the first year following the year 
during which the dam owner is informed of that revision, 
be carried out in accordance with the frequency applicable 
to the new classification of the dam.

44.2.  The inspections of a dam whose classification 
is revised must, as of the date on which the dam owner 
is informed of the revision, be carried out in accordance 
with the frequency applicable to the new classification of 
the dam and considering the date of the last inspection of 
the dam, if applicable.

Where in application of the new frequency, the deadline 
for the next dam inspection has already been reached on 
the date on which the owner is informed of the revision 
or will be reached before the end of the current year, the 
owner may carry out the inspection before the end of 
the following year. Following that inspection, the new  
frequency applies.”.

2.  Section 50 is amended by replacing the first para-
graph by the following:

“A dam safety review must be conducted, and the 
attendant report sent to the Minister, not later than  
31 December of the fifteenth calendar year following the 
year in which the last review was carried out. That interval 
is increased to the twentieth calendar year following the 
year in which the last review was carried out for associated 
dams in the Very Low Consequence category.

3.  Section 51 is amended by replacing subparagraph 3 
of the first paragraph by the following:

“(3)  for any other dam, 31 December of the fifteenth  
calendar year following the year of completion of  
construction work on the dam. The time limit is increased 
to the twentieth calendar year following the year of com-
pletion of construction work on the dam for associated 
dams whose failure consequence category is “very low”.”.

4.  Despite sections 2 and 3 of this Regulation, sec-
tions 50 and 51 of the Dam Safety Regulation (chapter 
S-3.1.01, r. 1), as they read on 3 December 2025, continue 
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to apply to the dam whose owner failed on 1 January 2024 
to send to the Minister a review to evaluate the safety of 
the dam in accordance with section 16 of the Dam Safety 
Act (chapter S-3.1.01) and the failure has still not been 
remedied on 4 December 2025, until the owner sends such 
a review to the Minister.

5.  This Regulation comes into force on the fifteenth 
day following the date of its publication in the Gazette 
officielle du Québec.
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