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REGULATIONS AND OTHER ACTS

Gouvernement du Québec

0.C. 1333-2025, 5 November 2025

Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting the
environmental impact assessment and review of
certain projects

WHEREAS, under subparagraph 10 of the first para-
graph of section 22 of the Environment Quality Act
(chapter Q-2), subject to subdivisions 2 and 3 of Division I1
of Chapter IV of Title I of the Act, no one may, without
first obtaining an authorization from the Minister of the
Environment, the Fight Against Climate Change, Wildlife
and Parks, carry out a project involving in particular an
activity determined by government regulation;

WHEREAS, under section 31.1 of the Act, no person
may undertake any construction, work, activity or
operation, or carry out work according to a plan or
program, in the cases provided for by regulation of
the Government without following the environmental
impact assessment and review procedure provided for in
subdivision 4 of Division II of Chapter IV of Title I of the
Act and obtaining an authorization from the Government;

WHEREAS, under subparagraph a of the first para-
graph of section 31.9 of the Act, the Government may
make regulations to determine the classes of construction,
works, plans, programs, operations, works or activities to
which section 31.1 of the Act applies;

WHEREAS, in accordance with sections 10 and 11 of
the Regulations Act (chapter R-18.1), a draft Regulation
to amend the Regulation respecting the environmental
impact assessment and review of certain projects was
published in Part 2 of the Gazette officielle du Québec
of 9 July 2025 with a notice that it could be made by
the Government on the expiry of 45 days following that
publication;

WHEREAS it is expedient to make the Regulation with
amendments;

IT IS ORDERED, therefore, on the recommendation
of the Minister of the Environment, the Fight Against
Climate Change, Wildlife and Parks:

THAT the Regulation to amend the Regulation
respecting the environmental impact assessment and
review of certain projects, attached to this Order in
Council, be made.

DAVID BAHAN
Clerk of the Conseil exécutif

Regulation to amend the Regulation
respecting the environmental impact
assessment and review of certain projects

Environment Quality Act
(chapter Q-2, s. 22, 1st par., subpar. 10, s. 31.1
and s. 31.9, 1st par., subpar. a).

L. The Regulation respecting the environmental impact
assessment and review of certain projects (chapter Q-2,
r. 23.1) is amended in section 2 of Part II of Schedule 1

(1) by replacing subparagraph 1 of the first paragraph
by the following:

“(1) dredging, clearing, filling, or levelling off work,
for any purpose whatsoever, within the 2-year flood line
of a river or lake,

(a) in the case of bank or shore stabilization work
carried out over a cumulative distance equal to or greater
than 1,000 m or over a cumulative area equal to or greater
than 15,000 m?, for a same river or lake;

(b) in other cases, over a cumulative area equal to or
greater than 15,000 m?, for a same river or lake;”;

(2) by adding the following after subparagraph 8 of
the second paragraph:

“(9) maintenance work on an existing infrastructure,
works, building or equipment, other than the maintenance
work referred to in subparagraphs 1, 3, 7 and 8.”;

(3) by inserting “subparagraph a of” after “for in” in
the fifth paragraph;

(4) by adding the following at the end:

“For the purposes of subparagraph 9 of the second
paragraph,

(1) the maintenance of an infrastructure, works,
building or equipment includes its inspection, refurbish-
ment and repair and does not involve a change to its struc-
tural or functional characteristics; it is carried out in the
immediate vicinity of the infrastructure, works, building
or equipment concerned,

(2) when maintenance work requires the setting up
in the environment concerned of any installation, struc-
ture, works or equipment, the setting up is not included
in the work exempted from the procedure under that
subparagraph.”.
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2. Section 10 of Part I of Schedule 1 is amended

(1) by striking out “AND TRANSFORMER
STATION” in the heading;

(2) by replacing subparagraphs 1 and 2 of the first para-
graph by the following:

“(1) the construction, over a distance equal to or greater
than 5 km, of an electric power transmission and distri-
bution line of a voltage equal to or greater than 315 kV;

(2) the construction, over a distance equal to or greater
than 2 km, of an electric power transmission and distri-
bution line of a voltage equal to or greater than 315 kV
situated, in whole or in part, within an urbanization
perimeter indicated in the land use planning and develop-
ment plan applicable to the territory concerned or an
Indian reserve.”;

(3) by replacing the second paragraph by the following:

“For the purposes of calculating the distances of an
electric power transmission and distribution line provided
for in the first paragraph, any distance that is underground
within an urbanization perimeter indicated in the land use
planning and development plan applicable to the territory
concerned or an Indian reserve is excluded.”.

TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL

3. Any project concerning the carrying out of any
of the work referred to in subparagraph 1 of the first
paragraph of section 2 of Part I of Schedule 1 to the
Regulation respecting the environmental impact assess-
ment and review of certain projects (chapter Q-2, r. 23.1)
that covers bank or shore stabilization for repairing or
protecting an existing road or railway infrastructure and
for which an impact assessment statement was submitted
to the Minister before 9 July 2025 remains subject to the
environmental impact assessment and review procedure
provided for in subdivision 4 of Division II of Chapter IV
of Title I of the Environment Quality Act (chapter Q-2)
even if such a project is no longer subject to that procedure
as of 4 December 2025, except for the maintenance work
referred to in subparagraph 9 of the second paragraph of
that section 2 which the project may contain.

Any project other than the project referred to in the
first paragraph that concerns the carrying out of the work
referred to in subparagraph 1 of the first paragraph of
section 2 of Part II of Schedule 1 to the Regulation
respecting the environmental impact assessment and
review of certain projects and for which a project notice
was submitted to the Minister before 4 December 2025,

if no longer subject to the environmental impact assess-
ment and review procedure provided for in subdivision 4
of Division II of Chapter IV of Title I of the Environment
Quality Act as of that date, is subject to a ministerial
authorization under section 22 of the Act and the project
proponent must send to the Minister the information and
documents required under the Regulation respecting the
regulatory scheme applying to activities on the basis of
their environmental impact (chapter Q-2, r. 17.1) for the
admissibility of the application for the issue of a minis-
terial authorization for the type of activity concerned.

4. Where a project referred to in section 10 of Part II of
Schedule 1 to the Regulation respecting the environmental
impact assessment and review of certain projects (chapter
Q-2, . 23.1) for which a project notice was submitted to
the Minister before 4 December 2025 is no longer sub-
ject to the environmental impact assessment and review
procedure provided for in subdivision 4 of Division II
of Chapter I'V of Title I of the Environment Quality Act
(chapter Q-2) as of that date, the following rules apply:

(1) where an impact assessment statement was submit-
ted to the Minister before 9 July 2025, the project file con-
tinues to undergo analysis for the purposes of the issue of
a ministerial authorization under subparagraph a of para-
graph 1 or paragraph 1.1 of section 94 of the Regulation
respecting the regulatory scheme applying to activities
on the basis of their environmental impact (chapter Q-2,
r. 17.1), as amended by section 3 of the draft Regulation to
amend the Regulation respecting the regulatory scheme
applying to activities on the basis of their environmental
impact, made by Order in Council 1332-2025 dated
5 November 2025.

(2) where an impact assessment statement was not
submitted to the Minister before 9 July 2025, the project
proponent must send to the Minister the information and
documents required under the Regulation respecting the
regulatory scheme applying to activities on the basis of
their environmental impact for the admissibility of the
application for the issue of a ministerial authorization
under subparagraph a of paragraph 1 or paragraph 1.1
of section 94 of the Regulation respecting the regulatory
scheme applying to activities on the basis of their environ-
mental impact, as amended by the Regulation to amend
the Regulation respecting the regulatory scheme applying
to activities on the basis of their environmental impact.

3. Despite sections 3 and 4, where a project concerning
the carrying out of any of the work referred to in subpara-
graph 1 of the first paragraph of section 2 of Part II of
Schedule 1 to the Regulation respecting the environmental
impact assessment and review of certain projects (chapter
Q-2,1.23.1) or a project referred to in section 10 of Part IT
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of that Schedule for which a project notice was submitted
to the Minister before 4 December 2025 is no longer sub-
ject to the environmental impact assessment and review
procedure provided for in subdivision 4 of Division II
of Chapter IV of Title I of the Environment Quality Act
(chapter Q-2) as of that date, the applicant may apply to
the Minister in accordance with the third paragraph of
section 31.1.1 of the Act if the applicant would like the
project to remain subject to the procedure.

6. Subparagraph c of paragraph 2 of section 3 of
the Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting the
environmental impact assessment and review of certain
projects, made by Order in Council 724-2025 dated
11 June 2025, is revoked.

'd. This Regulation comes into force on the fifteenth
day following the date of its publication in the Gazette
officielle du Québec.
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