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 DRAFT REGULATIONS

Draft Regulation
Environment Quality Act 
(chapter Q-2)

Act respecting certain measures enabling the 
enforcement of environmental and dam safety 
legislation 
(chapter M-11.6)

Invasive exotic plant species

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with sections 10  
and 11 of the Regulations Act (chapter R-18.1), that the 
Regulation respecting invasive exotic plant species, 
appearing below, may be made by the Government on 
the expiry of 45 days following this publication.

The draft Regulation prohibits the growing and selling 
of the invasive exotic plant species listed in Schedule I. 
However, for certain species, the prohibition to sell will 
not apply until one year after the coming into force of the 
Regulation.

The draft Regulation provides for monetary adminis-
trative penalties and penal sanctions to be applied in the 
case of a failure to comply or an offence.

Further information on the draft Regulation may be 
obtained by contacting Maude Durand, director, Bureau 
de stratégie législative et réglementaire, Ministère de 
l’Environnement, de la Lutte contre les changements 
climatiques, de la Faune et des Parcs, 675, boulevard 
René-Lévesque Est, 29e étage, boîte 14, Québec (Québec)  
G1R 5V7; email: dal@environnement.gouv.qc.ca.

Any person wishing to comment on the draft Regulation 
is requested to submit written comments within the 45-day 
period to Maude Durand at the above contact information.

BERNARD DRAINVILLE
Minister of the Environment, the Fight Against Climate 
Change, Wildlife and Parks

Regulation respecting invasive exotic  
plant species
Environment Quality Act 
(chapter Q-2, s. 95.1, 1st par., subpars. 9 and 26).

Act respecting certain measures enabling the 
enforcement of environmental and dam safety 
legislation 
(chapter M-11.6, ss. 30 and 45).

DIVISION I 
GENERAL

1.  For the purposes of this Regulation, an invasive 
exotic plant species is a species listed in Schedule I, 
including the subspecies, varieties, cultivars and hybrids 
of that species.

Despite the first paragraph, the invasive exotic plant  
species Japanese barberry (Berberis thunbergii de 
Candolle) does not include the cultivars associated 
with the species, except the cultivar Emerald Carousel 
(Berberis thunbergii “Tara” Emerald Carousel) and the 
cultivar Jade Carousel (Berberis thunbergii “Bailgreen” 
Jade Carousel).

DIVISION II 
PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES

2.  The growing of an invasive exotic plant species, that 
is the seeding, transplanting, propagation by cuttings and 
maintenance of the species, is prohibited.

The prohibition does not apply to growing an invasive 
exotic plant species for the purpose of scientific research 
or experimentation conducted under the supervision of 
an eligible public research centre within the meaning of  
paragraph a.1 of section 1029.8.1 of the Taxation Act 
(chapter I-3) or an educational institution at the college 
or university level situated in Québec, provided the  
invasive exotic plant species is grown in a way that avoids 
its propagation outside of the growing sites.

3.  The sale of an invasive exotic plant species is 
prohibited.

The prohibition applies to the sale of a whole plant or 
any part of the plant capable of propagating the species, 
including the roots, rhizomes, bulbs, stems, leaves, fruit 
and seeds.
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DIVISION III 
PENALTIES

4.  A monetary administrative penalty of $1,500 in the 
case of a natural person or $7,500 in other cases may be 
imposed on any person who grows or sells an invasive 
exotic plant species in contravention of sections 2 and 3.

5.  Every person who grows or sells an invasive exotic 
plant species in contravention of sections 2 and 3 commits 
an offence and is liable, in the case of a natural person, to 
a fine of $8,000 to $500,000 and, in other cases, to a fine 
of $24,000 to $3,000,000.

DIVISION IV 
FINAL

6.  Section 118.3.3 of the Environment Quality Act 
(chapter Q-2) does not apply to a municipality that regu-
lates an activity governed by this Regulation.

7.  This Regulation comes into force on (insert the date 
occurring 15 days after the date of its publication in the 
Gazette officielle du Québec), except section 3, which 
comes into force on (insert the date occurring one year 
after the date of coming into force of this Regulation) 
with regard to the following invasive exotic plant species:

(1)  Carolina fanwort (Cabomba caroliniana A. Gray);

(2)  Goutweed (Aegopodium podagraria Linnaeus);

(3)  Brazilian waterweed (Egeria densa Planchon);

(4)  Japanese barberry (Berberis thunbergii de 
Candolle);

(5)  Brazilian water-milfoil (Myriophyllum aquaticum 
(Vellozo) Verdcourt);

(6)  Glossy buckthorn (Frangula alnus Miller).

SCHEDULE I
(Section 1)

INVASIVE EXOTIC PLANT SPECIES

Autumn olive (Elaeagnus umbellata Thunberg)

Black swallowwort (Vincetoxicum nigrum (Linnaeus) 
Moench)

Bohemian knotweed (Reynoutria ×bohemica Chrtek 
& Chrtková)

Brazilian water-milfoil (Myriophyllum aquaticum 
(Vellozo) Verdcourt)

Brazilian waterweed (Egeria densa Planchon)

Brittle-leaved naiad (Najas minor Allioni)

Carolina fanwort (Cabomba caroliniana A. Gray)

Curly-leaved pondweed (Potamogeton crispus 
Linnaeus)

Eurasian water-milfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum 
Linnaeus)

European buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica Linnaeus)

European frog-bit (Hydrocharis morsus-ranae 
Linnaeus)

European reed (Phragmites australis (Cavanilles) 
Trinius ex Steudel subsp. australis)

European swallowwort (Vincetoxicum rossicum 
(Kleopow) Barbaricz)

Garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata (M. Bieberstein) 
Cavara & Grande)

Giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum Sommier 
& Levier)

Giant knotweed (Reynoutria sachalinensis (F. Schmidt) 
Nakai)

Glossy buckthorn (Frangula alnus Miller)

Goutweed (Aegopodium podagraria Linnaeus)

Japanese barberry (Berberis thunbergii de Candolle)

Japanese knotweed (Reynoutria japonica Houttuyn)

Japanese stiltgrass (Microstegium vimineum (Trinius) 
A. Camus)

Kudzu (Pueraria montana (Loureiro) Merrill)

Lesser celandine (Ficaria verna Hudson)

Maack’s honeysuckle (Lonicera maackii (Ruprecht) 
Maximowicz)

Meadow cow parsnip (Heracleum sphondylium 
Linnaeus)
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Oriental bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus Thunberg)

Purple jewelweed (Impatiens glandulifera Royle)

Water chestnut (Trapa natans Linnaeus)

Water soldiers (Stratiotes aloides Linnaeus)

Waterthyme (Hydrilla verticillata (L. f.) Royle)

Yel low f loat inghear t  (Nymphoides peltata  
(S.G. Gmelin) Kuntze)

107699

♦ ♦ ♦


