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Draft Regulation 31 December 2029, thereby allowing for a gradual adjust-
. ment of the pool of the enterprises concerned. Hence, the
Highway Safety Code measures will not generate any costs for those enterprises.

(chapter C-24.2)
Special road train operating permits

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with sections 10
and 11 of the Regulations Act (chapter R-18.1), that
the Special Road Train Operating Permits Regulation,
appearing below, may be made by the Government on the
expiry of 45 days following this publication.

This draft Regulation replaces the Special Road
Train Operating Permits Regulation (chapter C-24.2,
1. 36) and updates the various road vehicle load and size
limits. The draft Regulation incorporates, by reference,
the definitions and standards respecting load limits per
axle or group of axles provided for in the Vehicle Load
and Size Limits Regulation, which was published in the
Gazette officielle du Québec on the same date. The draft
Regulation also incorporates by reference the clarifications
regarding the elements that must be included or excluded
when measuring dimensions.

In addition, the draft Regulation sets out the conditions
for obtaining a permit, in particular for the types of road
train that may require a special permit and the various
characteristics they must have, including with respect to
length and total loaded mass.

The draft Regulation also determines the formalities
for obtaining a special permit, in particular the informa-
tion that must be provided and the form that must be used
to submit an application, and specifies the payable fees.
It also prescribes the conditions attached to the special
permit, including the requirement to equip the road train
with a sign and the roads on which the road train may
travel. Moreover, the draft Regulation provides for addi-
tional conditions that apply specifically during the winter
period between 1 November and 31 March, in particular,
the identification of safe stopping locations for the road
train.

The draft Regulation provides for penal provisions
applicable to special permit holders and to the drivers of
road trains.

The measures proposed by the draft Regulation relax
the standards currently in effect and are harmonized with
those applicable in certain other Canadian provinces. In
addition, where measures may affect the current pool of
vehicles, the draft Regulation contains transitional provi-
sions making it possible for those vehicles to be used until

Further information on the draft Regulation may
be obtained by contacting Francgois Janelle, engineer,
Direction de la normalisation technique, Ministére des
Transports et de la Mobilité durable, 700, boulevard René-
Lévesque Est, 16°étage, Québec (Québec) GIR SHI; tele-
phone: 418 951-0563, extension 22371; email: francois.
janelle@transports.gouv.qc.ca.

Any person wishing to comment on the draft Regulation
is requested to submit written comments within the
45-day period to the Minister of Transport and Sustainable
Mobility, 700, boulevard René-Lévesque Est, 29¢ étage,
Québec (Québec) GIR 5HI; email: Projet.reglement@
transports.gouv.qgc.ca.

GENEVIEVE GUILBAULT
Minister of Transport and Sustainable Mobility

Special Road Train Operating Permits
Regulation

Highway Safety Code
(chapter C-24.2, s. 621, st par., subpars. 20 and 35).

CHAPTER1
PRELIMINARY

1. The definitions in section 2 of the Vehicle Load
and Size Limits Regulation (insert the reference to the
Compilation of Québec Laws and Regulations) apply to
this Regulation.

2. The general principles in sections 5 to 7, 11 and 12
of the Vehicle Load and Size Limits Regulation (insert
the reference to the Compilation of Québec Laws and
Regulations) apply to the size calculations provided for
this Regulation.

CHAPTER 11
CONDITIONS FOR OBTAINING A SPECIAL
PERMIT

DIVISION I
CONDITIONS APPLICABLE TO ROAD TRAINS

3. A special operating permit may be issued for any
type of road train referred to in sections 4 to 7 provided
that the road train complies with the characteristics
prescribed in those sections and with the following:
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(1) the width, height and load per axle or group of axles
of the road train comply with the Vehicle Load and Size
Limits Regulation (insert the reference to the Compilation
of Québec Laws and Regulations);

(2) the engine of the tractor or towing vehicle has a
minimum horsepower of 425 hp;

(3) the tractor or towing vehicle is equipped with an
air compressor, in good working order, with a capacity of
not less than 465 litres per minute (16.5 ft¥/min) supplying
the braking system;

(4) the tractor or towing vehicle is equipped with a
desiccant air dryer, in good working order, of a capacity
sufficient to prevent the accumulation of humidity in the
brakes of semi-trailers;

(5) the tractor or towing vehicle is equipped with a
speed recorder with geolocation;

(6) the dolly is equipped with an overpressure protec-
tion valve and a pilot relay valve designed to boost the
braking signal of the second semi-trailer.

For the purposes of subparagraph 5 of the first para-
graph, a speed recorder with geolocation is a vehicle-
mounted electronic device that is accurate and in good
working order that records, at regular intervals of not more
than 5 minutes, the speed of the vehicle, the time and
the date; it features a global positioning system (GPS)
or a similar vehicle-tracking system whose data can be
extracted, on demand and for specific dates and times, and
presented as a readable table. A tachograph or tachograph
charts do not constitute a speed recorder with geolocation.

4. An A double train must have the following
characteristics:

(1) the length of the double train is 41 m or less;

(2) the tractor is equipped with a steering axle at the
front and a tandem axle group at the rear;

(3) the interaxle spacing of the tractor is not less than
3.5m;

(4) the wheelbase of the tractor is 6.2 m or less;

(5) the semi-trailer is equipped with a tandem or tridem
axle group or a class E.13 or E.14 axle group established
in Schedule III to the Vehicle Load and Size Limits
Regulation (insert the reference to the Compilation of
Québec Laws and Regulations),

(6) the dolly of the full trailer is equipped with a
tandem axle group;

(7) the trailer is equipped with a tandem or tridem axle
group at the rear;

(8) the axle spread between tandem axle groups, where
applicable, is

(@) 1.2 mto 1.85 m for the tractor and the dolly; and
(b) 1.2 mto 3.1 m for the other vehicles;

(9) the axle spread in a tridem axle group is 2.4 m to
3.7 m;

(10) the length of the semi-trailer is 12.2 m to 16.2 m;

(11) the semi-trailer is equipped with a damper type
pintle hook hitch that is free of play and has a secondary
locking mechanism;

(12) the wheelbase of the semi-trailer does not exceed
12.5 m and is not less than

(@) 10 m if the semi-trailer is equipped with a tandem
axle group and its length is less than 14.5 m;

(b) 9 m if the semi-trailer is equipped with a tridem
axle group and its length is less than 14.5 m;

(c) 11.45 m if the semi-trailer is equipped with a
tandem axle group and its length is not less than 14.5 m; or

(d) 10.9 m if the semi-trailer is equipped with a tridem
axle group and its length is not less than 14.5 m;

(13) the kingpin setback of the semi-trailer and of the
trailer is 2 m or less;

(14) the length of the trailer, excluding the drawbar and
coupling device, is 12.2 m to 16.2 m;

(15) the wheelbase of the trailer does not exceed 12.5 m
and is not less than

(a) 10 m if the trailer is equipped with a tandem
axle group at the rear and its length is less than 14.5 m,
excluding the drawbar and coupling device;

(b) 9 m if the trailer is equipped with a tridem axle
group at the rear and its length is less than 14.5 m,
excluding the drawbar and coupling device; or
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(¢) 10.2 m if the length of the trailer is not less than
14.5 m, excluding the drawbar and coupling device;

(16) the trailer device setback of the semi-trailer is

(@) 3.4 m or less if the semi-trailer is equipped with a
tridem axle group whose axle spread is 3.6 m to 3.7 m;

(b) 2.8 m or less in other cases;

(17) the effective rear overhang of the trailer is 35% or
less of the full trailer’s wheelbase;

(18) the sum of recorded axle loads for the tandem axle
group at the rear of the tractor and for the axle group of
the semi-trailer is greater than the sum of recorded axle
loads for the axle groups of the trailer;

(19) the maximum total loaded mass is the lesser of
the following values:

(a) the sum of the maximum load per axle or axle
group under section 39 of the Vehicle Load and Size
Limits Regulation (insert the reference to the Compilation
of Québec Laws and Regulations), without exceeding
5,500 kg for class E.1;

(b) 55,000 kg if the length of the semi-trailer is less
than 14.5 m;

(©) 67,500 kg.

3. A B double train must have the following
characteristics:

(1) the length of the double train is 40 m or less;

(2) the tractor is equipped with a steering axle at the
front and a tandem axle group at the rear;

(3) the interaxle spacing of the tractor is not less than
3.5m;

(4) the wheelbase of the tractor is 6.2 m or less;

(5) the axle spread of a tandem axle group is 1.2 m to
1.85 m;

(6) the axle spread of a tridem axle group is 2.4 m to
37 m;

(7) the semi-trailers are equipped with a tandem or
tridem axle group;

(8) the length of the first semi-traileris 12 m to 16.2 m,
excluding the space reserved for the fifth wheel at the rear;

(9) the length of the second semi-trailer is 12 m to
16.2 m;

(10) the kingpin setbacks of the semi-trailers are 2 m
or less each;

(11) the wheelbase of the first semi-trailer is 13.5 m
or less;

(12) the wheelbase of the second semi-trailer is 12.5 m
or less;

(13) the effective rear overhang of the second semi-
trailer is 35% or less of the second semi-trailer’s wheelbase;

(14) the recorded axle load for the tandem axle group
at the rear of the tractor is greater than the recorded axle
load for the axle group of the second semi-trailer;

(15) the maximum total loaded mass is the lesser of
the following values:

(a) the sum of the maximum load per axle or axle
group under section 39 of the Vehicle Load and Size
Limits Regulation (insert the reference to the Compilation
of Québec Laws and Regulations), without exceeding
5,500 kg for class E.1;

(b) 67,500 kg.

6. A double train designed to transport motor vehicles
must have the following characteristics:

(1) the double train consists of a towing vehicle and
two type 2 semi-trailers;

(2) the length of the double train is 40 m or less;

(3) the interaxle spacing of the towing vehicle is not
less than 3.5 m;

(4) the effective rear overhang of the towing vehicle is
(@) 4.6 m or less, including the cargo and extensions;
(b) 4 m or less, excluding the cargo and extensions;

(5) the towing vehicle trailer device setback is 1.9 m
or less;

(6) the length of the towing vehicle is 12.5 m or less,
including the cargo and extensions;
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(7) the towing vehicle is equipped with a steering
axle and a tandem axle group whose axle spread is 1.2 m
to 1.85 m;

(8) the trailer device setback of the first semi-trailer
is 2.4 m or less;

(9) the axle group of the first semi-trailer is a tridem
axle group whose axle spread is 2.4 m to 2.8 m;

(10) the axle group of the second semi-trailer is a
tandem axle group whose axle spread is 1.2 m to 3.1 m;

(11) the length of each type 2 semi-trailer is 14.65 m
or less;

(12) the wheelbase of the first type 2 semi-trailer is
11.35 mto 12.5 m;

(13) the wheelbase of the second semi-trailer is 10 m
to 12.5 m;

(14) the effective rear overhang of each semi-trailer,
excluding the cargo and extensions, is the higher of the
following values:

(@) 42% of the semi-trailer’s wheelbase;
(b) 4m;

(15) the portion of the cargo and extensions overhang
exceeding the length of each semi-trailer is not wider
than 2.3 m, is centred widthwise on the semi-trailer and
exceeds the rear of the semi-trailer by 1.2 m or less;

(16) any extensions are retracted when not supporting
at least one of the wheels of a motor vehicle being
transported;

(17) the cargo consists only of motor vehicles;

(18) the recorded axle load for the tandem axle group
of the towing vehicle and for the tridem axle group of the
first semi-trailer is greater than the recorded axle load for
the tandem axle group of the second semi-trailer;

(19) the maximum total loaded mass is the lesser of
the following values:

(@) the sum of the maximum load per axle or axle
group under section 39 of the Vehicle Load and Size
Limits Regulation (insert the reference to the Compilation
of Québec Laws and Regulations), without exceeding
5,500 kg for class E.1;

(b) 55,000 kg.

d. A road train consisting of a tractor, a type 1 semi-
trailer and a dolly must have the following characteristics:

(1) the length of the road train is 27.5 m or less;

(2) the length of the road train, excluding the dolly, is
23 m or less;

(3) the tractor is equipped with a steering axle at the
front and a tandem axle group at the rear;

(4) the interaxle of the tractor is not less than 3.5 m;
(5) the wheelbase of the tractor is 6.2 m or less;

(6) the semi-trailer is equipped with a tandem or tridem
axle group or a class E.13 or E.14 axle group established
in Schedule III to the Vehicle Load and Size Limits
Regulation (insert the reference to the Compilation of
Québec Laws and Regulations);

(7) the dolly is equipped with a tandem axle group;

(8) the length of the first semi-trailer is 16.2 m or less;
(9) the kingpin setback of the semi-trailer is 2 m or less;
(10) the wheelbase of the semi-trailer is 12.5 m or less;

(11) the effective rear overhang of the semi-trailer is
35% or less of the semi-trailer’s wheelbase;

(12) the maximum total loaded mass is the lesser of
the following values:

(@) the sum of the maximum load per axle or axle
group under section 39 of the Vehicle Load and Size
Limits Regulation (insert the reference to the Compilation
of Québec Laws and Regulations), without exceeding
5,500 kg for class E.1;

(h) the maximum total loaded mass authorized for the
tractor and the semi-trailer by the Vehicle Load and Size
Limits Regulation (insert the reference to the Compilation
of Québec Laws and Regulations), plus 2,000 kg.

DIVISION II
CONDITION APPLICABLE TO THE APPLICANT

8. To obtain a special permit, the applicant must be
registered in the register of owners and operators of heavy
vehicles with a “satisfactory” safety rating under the
Act respecting owners, operators and drivers of heavy
vehicles (chapter P-30.3), or hold a safety fitness certificate
or a similar document recognized under the Motor Vehicle
Transport Act (R.S.C. 1985, c. 29 (3rd Suppl.)).

© Editeur officiel du Québec, 2025



Part 2

GAZETTE OFFICIELLE DU QUEBEC, September 3, 2025, Vol. 157, No. 36

3214

DRAFT REGULATIONS

CHAPTER III
FORMALITIES FOR OBTAINING A SPECIAL
PERMIT AND PAYABLE FEES

9. To obtain a special permit, the applicant must pro-
vide the information required by section 10 and pay the
fees under section 12.

10. To obtain a special permit, an applicant must
provide the following information:

(1) the applicant’s name, address and telephone
number;

(2) the applicant’s identification number in the register
of owners and operators of heavy vehicles, the number of
the applicant’s safety fitness certificate, or the number of
a similar document recognized under the Motor Vehicle
Transport Act (R.S.C. 1985, c. 29 (3rd Suppl.));

(3) the name of the person responsible for the customer
account, and the person’s telephone number and email
address;

(4) the licence plate number of any vehicle in the road
train or, failing that, the identification number of one of
those vehicles;

(5) the period for which the permit is applied for.

11. The application for a special permit must be made
using the form available on the website of the ministére
des Transports.

12. The fees for the issue of a special permit are those
obtained by adding

(1) the fees payable under subparagraph 1 of the first
paragraph of section 16 of the Regulation respecting
special permits (chapter C-24.2, r. 35); and

(2) the product obtained by multiplying the number of
months included in the period for which the permit will
be applicable by the monthly fees. The monthly fees are
those obtained by dividing by 12 the difference between
the fees payable under subparagraph 1 of the first para-
graph of section 17 of the Regulation respecting special
permits and the fees payable under subparagraph 1 of the
first paragraph of section 16 of that Regulation.

CHAPTER1V
CONDITIONS APPLICABLE TO SPECIAL PERMITS

DIVISION I
CONDITIONS APPLICABLE AT ALL TIMES

13. A special permit is valid for a maximum of
12 consecutive months.

14. When adouble train referred to in sections 4 to 6 is
travelling, a sign bearing the message shown in Schedule I
and meeting the characteristics referred to in Schedule II
must be affixed to the rear.

The sign referred to in the first paragraph must be
mounted horizontally at an angle of 90° to the semi-trailer
longitudinal axis and be free of any object or substance
that could impair its legibility. If the sign is a banner, it
must be tightly stretched.

If the sign does not respect the requirements of the
second paragraph or the presence of dirt on the sign makes
it difficult to read, a peace officer may require the driver
of a double train to correct the deficiency found or clean
the sign. The driver must comply with the requirement of
the peace officer.

15. A special permit authorizes a road train to travel
only on the following roads:

(1) divided lane autoroutes and their entrance and exit
ramps;

(2) road segments linking the exit and entrance ramps
of an autoroute in opposite directions;

(3) roads giving access to a municipal industrial park
from an autoroute exit or entrance ramp, for a distance of
not more than 2 km;

(4) roads not referred to in subparagraph 3 from an
autoroute exit or entrance ramp, for a distance of not more
than 500 m;

(5) roads in a municipal industrial park.

The special permit does not authorize the holder of the
permit to take Exit 174 or 203 on Autoroute 40 to enter
or exit the autoroute.

For the purposes of subparagraphs 3 and 4 of the first
paragraph, the distance from the autoroute is measured
at the junction of the autoroute exit or entrance ramp with
another road.
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For the purposes of subparagraphs 3 and 5 of the first
paragraph, “municipal industrial park” means an indus-
trial or technological zone designated by a municipality
as an industrial or technological park.

16. A holder of a special permit must

(1) operate the tractor forming part of the road train
as an “operator” within the meaning of section 2 of the
Act respecting owners, operators and drivers of heavy
vehicles (chapter P-30.3);

(2) beregistered in the register of owners and operators
of heavy vehicles with a “satisfactory” safety rating under
the Act respecting owners, operators and drivers of heavy
vehicles (chapter P-30.3);

(3) ensure that the road train the permit holder allows
to travel meets the characteristics referred to in the first
paragraph of section 3;

(4) ensure that the road train the permit holder allows
to travel is referred to in any of sections 4 to 7 and that
it meets the characteristics referred to in any of those
sections;

(5) ensure that the road train is permitted to safely
travel on the roads referred to in section 15, having regard
in particular to authorized dimensions, weather condi-
tions, and the condition of the road network at the time
of the trip;

(6) ensure that the driver of the road train complies
with paragraphs 3 and 4 of section 17 and section 22;

(7) notify the Minister within 2 days of any accident
or traffic jam caused by the road train, specifying the
circumstances of the incident;

(8) keep for 60 days the data recorded by the speed
recorder with geolocation referred to in subparagraph 5
of the first paragraph of section 3;

(9) provide, at the request of the Minister, a highway
controller or any other peace officer, the data recorded
over a period of up to 60 days by the speed recorder with
geolocation referred to in subparagraph 5 of the first para-
graph of section 3 and with which the vehicles is equipped;

(10) provide, at the request of the Minister, the fol-
lowing data on the carrying out of transportation having
occurred within 60 days before the application:

(@) the licence plate number of the tractor of the road
train;

(b) the number of the special permit;
(¢) the date of the trip;
(d) the place and time of departure;
(e) the place and time of arrival;
(f) the number of each autoroute used.
17. The driver of a road train must
(1) travel at a maximum speed of 90 km per hour;

(2) travel a distance of at least 150 m from any road
vehicle preceding it, except where passing is necessary;

(3) travel only on authorized roads as provided in
section 15;

(4) travel only when the roadway is free from snow and
ice and when visibility is not less than 500 m; and

(5) take the necessary precautions to ensure that the
trip planned by the licence holder can take place safely,
having regard in particular to authorized dimensions,
weather conditions, and the condition of the road network
at the time the road train will travel.

DIVISION II
ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS APPLICABLE
BETWEEN 1 NOVEMBER AND 31 MARCH

18. Where aspecial permit includes a period between
1 November and 31 March, the permit holder must pre-
pare, for each planned trip, a document that contains the
safe stopping locations where the road train may stop in
the event of unforeseeable deterioration of the weather,
road conditions or visibility.

19. Each stopping location mentioned in section 18
must be identified by using its address or, failing an
address, by a description making it easy to find the stop-
ping location in an emergency and the route to follow to
get there from the autoroute exit ramp.

A safe stopping location must

(1) allow safe parking or uncoupling of the road train;

(2) be accessible by an authorized road offering the
necessary space to safely manoeuver the road train;

(3) be open and accessible at all times; and
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(4) be situated 50 km or less from the departure loca-
tion, another stopping location or the destination.

The following are not safe stopping locations:

(1) stations used for the control of highway transporta-
tion of persons and goods;

(2) autoroute exit or access ramps;
(3) autoroute shoulders.

20. Atthe request of the Minister, a highway controller
or any other peace officer, a permit holder must provide
the document on safe stopping locations prepared in
accordance with section 18, for each trip planned between
1 November and 31 March.

21. A permit holder who operates a road train between
1 November and 31 March must update, as of 1 October
and not later than 31 October, the list of safe stopping
locations prepared as provided in section 18.

The permit holder must also give the driver of a road
train a copy of the list of safe stopping locations updated
in accordance with the first paragraph.

22. Between 1 November and 31 March, the driver of
a road train must

(1) provide, at the request of a highway controller or
any other peace officer, the list of the safe stopping loca-
tions given by the permit holder; and

(2) travel only on autoroutes for which safe stopping
locations have been identified in the document.

CHAPTER YV
PENAL

23. A driver of a road train who fails to comply with
a request made by a peace officer in accordance with the
third paragraph of section 14 is liable to a fine of $90
to $270.

24. A driver of aroad train who travels elsewhere than
on the roads listed in subparagraphs 1 to 5 of the first
paragraph of section 15 is liable to a fine of $350 to $1,050.

25. A holder of a special road train operating permit
who contravenes any of paragraphs 1 to 10 of section 16 or
sections 18, 20 and 21 is liable to a fine of $350 to $1,050.

26. A driver of a road train who contravenes the first
or second paragraph of section 14 or section 17 or 22 is
liable to a fine of $175 to $525.

CHAPTER VI
TRANSITIONAL

27. Upto 31 December 2029, the tractor of a road train
must comply with either the characteristics described in
subparagraphs 2 and 3 of the first paragraph of section 3
or with the following:

(1) ithas a minimum horsepower of 1 hp per 180 kg of
the road train’s total loaded mass and is equipped with an
air compressor with a capacity of not less than 425 litres
per minute supplying the braking system;

(2) itis equipped with a driver monitoring system that
records significant speed variations and relevant data on
the date, time and speed.

28. Up to 31 December 2029, the tractor of a road
train is not bound to comply with the characteristics
described in subparagraphs 4 and 5 of the first paragraph
of section 3.

29. Upto 31 December 2029, the dolly of a road train
is not bound, despite subparagraph 6 of the first para-
graph of section 3, to comply with the requirement to be
equipped with an overpressure protection valve.

30. Up to 31 December 2029, an A double train
referred to in section 4 is not bound to comply with

(1) paragraphs 1 and 11 of that section;

(2) the minimum wheelbase referred to in para-
graphs 12 and 15 of that section if the length of the semi-
trailer is not less than 13.5 m;

(3) the trailer device setback referred to in para-
graph 16 of that section if the length of the semi-trailer is
not less than 13.5 m.

S31. Up to 31 December 2029, the minimum length of
the trailer, excluding the drawbar and coupling device,
referred to in paragraph 14 of section 4 is 12 m.

32. Upto 31l December 2029, subparagraph b of para-
graph 19 of section 4 need not be applied if the length of
the semi-trailer is not less than 13.5 m.

33. Upto3l December 2029, a B double train referred
to in section 5 is not bound to comply with paragraphs 1
and 11 of that section.

34. Up to 31 December 2029, a road train referred to
in section 7 is not bound to comply with paragraph 1 of
that section.
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CHAPTER VII
FINAL

SPECIAL ROAD TRAIN OPERATING PERMITS
REGULATION

36. This Regulation comes into force on the
fifteenth day following the date of its publication in the
Gazette officielle du Québec.

SCHEDULE I
35. The Special Road Train Operating Permits (Section 14)
Regulation (chapter C-24.2, . 36) is revoked.
MESSAGE
LONG
SCHEDULE II
(Section 14)
CHARACTERISTICS
Centered pictogram
I - ‘ i
300 - l § NS I .
—“O—OO° o0, 00 010
1 < LONG: >

2300 to 2450 -

Note:

- the measures are in millimetres

Background of the sign: type III or superior yellow
retroreflective sheeting complying with the Standard
Specification for Retroreflective Sheeting for Traffic
Control (D 4956) of the American Society for
Testing and Materials

Pictogram: black

Lettering: black, Highway Gothic, E-series modified
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