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must have a sample of that water analyzed for the control 
of total coliform bacteria and Escherichia coli bacteria 
before the water is put at the disposal of the workers for 
the first time and, subsequently, once at month.

The first and second paragraphs of section 30 of the 
Regulation respecting the quality of drinking water apply 
to that sample .

Upon receiving the analyses results, the employer must 
keep them posted in a visible location that is easily acces-
sible to workers until the following results are received. In 
default of such a location, the employer must communi-
cate each of the results to the workers by any appropriate 
means.”.

5. The following is added after section 165:

“165.1  Toilet and urinal flushing systems: The toilet 
and urinal flushing systems of any establishment must be 
fed by drinking water or non-potable water from a natural 
source of groundwater or surface water.

When non-potable water is used, it must be of sufficient 
quality so as not to adversely affect the proper functioning 
of those installations or impair the health and safety of 
the workers, in particular, by a reaction with the cleaning 
products used .

Without limiting the scope of the second paragraph, the 
non-potable water is presumed to be of sufficient quality 
when its turbidity is lower than 50 NTU.”.

6. Schedule VIII is revoked .

7. This Regulation comes into force on the fifteenth 
day following the date of its publication in the Gazette 
officielle du Québec .
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Draft Regulation
An Act respecting occupational health and safety 
(chapter S-2.1)

Safety Code for the construction industry 
— Amendment

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with sections 10  
and 11 of the Regulations Act (chapter R-18.1), that the 
Regulation to amend the Safety Code for the construc-
tion industry, appearing below, may be made by the 
Commission des normes, de l’équité, de la santé et de 

la sécurité du travail and submitted to the Government 
for approval, in accordance with section 224 of the Act 
respecting occupational health and safety (chapter S-2.1), 
on the expiry of 45 days following this publication.

The draft Regulation updates certain provisions 
respecting portable tools, electrical installations, moto-
rized mast climbing platforms, ladder jack scaffoldings 
and signal persons as a replacement for a range limiting 
device .

The impact of the amendments to the Safety Code for 
the construction industry (chapter S-2.1, r. 4) is minimal. 
It does not require the adoption of new administrative 
formalities for enterprises and there is no anticipated 
impact on employment. It will contribute to the improve-
ment of the safety of workers on construction sites. The 
new regulatory requirements will not be prejudicial to the 
competitiveness of the construction industry in Québec 
since they are consistent with the requirements of regu-
latory powers and good practices in North America. The 
analysis of the regulatory impact shows that the making 
of the draft Regulation represents recurring costs of  
7 .24 million dollars per year for enterprises .

Further information may be obtained by contacting 
Pierre Bouchard, Commission des normes, de l’équité, 
de la santé et de la sécurité du travail, 524, rue Bourdages, 
local 250, Québec (Québec) G1K 7E2; telephone:  
418-266-4699, extension 2014; fax: 418-266-4664.

Any person wishing to comment on the draft Regulation 
is requested to submit written comments within the 45-day 
period to Luc Castonguay, Vice-President for Prevention, 
Commission des normes, de l’équité, de la santé et de la 
sécurité du travail, 524, rue Bourdages, local 220, Québec 
(Québec) G1K 7E2.

Manuelle Oudar,
Chair of the board of directors and Chief Executive  
Director of the Commission des normes,  
de l’équité, de la santé et de la sécurité du travail

Regulation to amend the Safety Code for 
the construction industry
An Act respecting occupational health and safety 
(chapter S-2.1,s. 223, 1st par., subpars. 9, 11, 19,  21  
and 42, and 3rd par.)

1. The Safety Code for the construction industry  
(chapter S-2.1, r. 4) is amended in section 1.1 by inserting 
the following definitions in numerical order:

rhean01
Texte surligné 
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“(17.2) “non-destructive examination” means a radio-
graphic, ultrasonic, magnetic particle or liquid penetrant 
examination carried out and interpreted by an equipment 
operator for non-destructive testing certified level 2 by 
the Natural Resources Canada National Non-Destructive 
Testing Certification Body under CAN/CGSB-48.9712 
Standard, Non-Destructive Testing - Qualification and 
Certification of Personnel;

(26.1) “certified organization” means an organiza-
tion certified by the Canadian Welding Bureau in accor-
dance with the specifications of CSA Standard W178.1, 
Certification of Welding Inspection Organizations;

(28.1) “load-bearing part” means a part which bears 
or supports the loads inherent to the use of equipment;”.

2. Subdivision 2.11 is replaced by the following:

“§2.11. Electricity

2.11.1. An electrical appliance, electric tool or con-
ductor shall be used only for the purposes for which it 
was designed.

2.11.2. An electrical appliance or electric tool shall be 
bonded or have double insulation .

2.11.3. Electrical extension cords shall

(1) have a bonding conductor;

(2) be designed for outdoor use;

(3) be of the Hard Usage type for a circuit 300 volts 
or less, or of the Extra-Hard Usage type for a circuit  
600 volts or less; and

(4) have a capacity at least equal to the value of the 
circuit overcurrent device .

2.11.4. Where an extension cord is suspended, the sus-
pension height shall allow free passage.

In addition, supports for suspending the extension cord 
shall not be conducting or sharp .

2.11.5. Where an extension cord passes on a floor, it 
shall be protected to avoid any damage or reduce risks 
of tripping .

2.11.6. An extension cord not in use shall be discon-
nected and stored .

In addition, an extension cord that has a broken, defect-
ive or repaired element shall not be used and shall be 
removed from the construction site .

2.11.7. Except where an energy control method pro-
vided for in subdivision 2.20 is applied, the components 
of an electrical circuit of more than 30 volts shall be pro-
tected to avoid any contact with a live element.

2.11.8. Subject to the provisions relating to alarm sys-
tems and fire pumps or any other provision to the con-
trary provided for in the Construction Code (chapter B-1.1,  
r. 2), the switch of a service box, a feeder or a branch 
circuit shall not be locked when it is in the energized 
position .

2.11.9. A 15A or 20A circuit at 125 volts supplying an 
appliance or a cord tool shall be protected by a Class A 
ground fault circuit interrupter .

2.11.10. A temporary electrical installation shall not 
be interconnected to the circuit of a permanent electrical 
installation, unless an appropriate warning is posted at all 
interconnection points or other locations that constitute 
a danger .

2.11.11. The distribution panel of a connection of 
a temporary outdoor electrical installation shall be 
weatherproof.

The ground in front and on each side of the panel shall 
be leveled, drained and free of obstructions to a distance 
of at least 1 metre.”.

3. Section 2 .10 .10 is amended by striking out para-
graph 3 .

4. Section 3.9.18 is replaced by the following:

“3.9.18. The use of a ladder jack scaffolding shall be 
prohibited.”.

5. Section 3 .9 .25 is amended

(1) by inserting “or CSA Standard B354.9, Design, 
calculations, safety requirements, and test methods for 
mast climbing work platforms (MCWPs)” after “ISO 
Standard 16369 - Mast-Climbing Work Platforms,” in 
subparagraph 1 of the first paragraph;

(2) by replacing “in compliance with the following 
minimum conditions” in subparagraph 5 of the first para-
graph by “in compliance with the terms and conditions 
of CSA Standard B354.10/B354.11, Safe use and best 
practices for mast climbing work platforms (MCWPs)/
Training for mast climbing work platforms (MCWPs), 
and according to the following frequencies”;
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(3) by striking out “, in compliance with section 7.1.2.9 
of ISO 16369 - Mast-Climbing Work Platforms Standard, 
applicable at the time of the manufacture, by a qualified 
person” in subparagraph a of subparagraph 5 of the first 
paragraph;

(4) by replacing subparagraph b of subparagraph 5 of 
the first paragraph by the following:

“(b) every 6 months or every 120 hours of use,  
whichever comes first, by a qualified mechanic;”;

(5) by replacing “a welding inspector holding” in sub-
paragraph 6 of the first paragraph by “a person holding 
for at least 5 years”;

(6) by adding the following at the end of subpara-
graph 6 of the first paragraph:

“A document confirming the examination shall be kept. 
The document shall contain the name and signature of the 
examiner and the date of the examination .

Where an examination reveals an anomaly or a sign 
of wear, the examination provided for in subparagraph 7 
shall be performed before the motorized scaffolding may 
be again used.”;

(7) by replacing subparagraph 7 of the first paragraph 
by the following:

“(7) undergo, within 10 years after the date of manu- 
facturing, and, then, every 5 years, a non-destructive 
examination of the load-bearing parts, specified by the 
manufacturer, in compliance with the requirements of 
CSA Standard W178.1 Certification of Welding Inspection 
Organizations.

The structure shall also be analyzed using ultrasound.

A document confirming the examination and ana- 
lysis shall be kept . The document shall contain the 
name and signature of the examiner and the date of the 
examination.”.

6. Section 3.10.15 is amended by inserting “stationary” 
before “circular” in paragraph 2.

7. Section 3 .10 .16 is revoked .

8. Section 5.2.2 is replaced by the following:

“5.2.2. The employer who wishes to carry out work 
liable to bring any part, load, scaffolding, machine com-
ponent or person closer to a power line than the minimum 
approach distance specified in section 5.2.1 may proceed 
with such work provided that

(a) that power line has been turned off. The employer 
shall ensure that no one runs any risk of being electrocuted 
before turning the power on again;

(b) the employer has come to an agreement with 
the electrical power company as to safety measures to 
be adopted. Before the work begins, the employer shall 
transmit a copy of such agreement as well as the work plan 
to the Commission . Such measures shall be carried out 
before the work begins and shall be maintained throughout 
the course of the work; or

(c) the employer uses extensible construction equip-
ment, such as a backhoe, a power shovel, a crane or a 
dump truck, and complies with the following conditions:

i. the extensible construction equipment is equipped 
with a device having a first function of warning the  
operator or stopping the equipment from operating so that 
the minimum approach distance specified in section 5.2.1 
is respected, and a second function of stopping the equip-
ment from operating should the device fail to perform its 
first function. A written declaration signed by an engineer 
certifying that the extensible equipment performs those 
functions shall be obtained by the employer . If the device 
fails to operate partially or completely, or is inoperative, 
the employer shall cease to use the extensible construc-
tion equipment and shall obtain a new written declaration 
signed by an engineer before re-using the equipment;

ii. the operator of the extensible construction equip-
ment equipped with the device referred to in subpara- 
graph 1 must have received the manufacturer’s training 
on the proper use of the device.”.

9. Division VII is replaced by the following:

“DIVISION VII 
PORTABLE TOOLS

§7.0 General

7.0.1. For the purposes of this Division, “portable 
tool” means a tool whose weight is supported by a person 
during its use .

7.0.2. A portable tool shall not compromise the safety 
of workers. To that end, it shall

(1) be maintained in good working condition;

(2) be verified by a qualified person, where it is  
powered by a source of energy other than manual, before 
its initial use on the site and daily thereafter when it is 
used; and
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(3) be maintained in accordance with the manufac-
turer’s instructions.

7.0.3. A portable tool shall be used in accordance with 
the manufacturer’s instructions.

It shall not be used if weather conditions may make its 
use dangerous .

7.0.4. Unless the manufacturer’s instructions so allow, 
a portable tool shall not be in operation while it is being 
recharged, repaired or adjusted, maintained or cleaned.

In addition, the engine shall be cooled before refuel-
ling and the portable tool shall not be started less than  
3 m from the place where it was refuelled.

7.0.5. Subject to section 7.1.1.3, a portable tool shall not 
be modified unless the manufacturer or an engineer certi-
fies in writing that the modification does not compromise 
its safety or offers the same safety as the original tool.

7.0.6. A portable tool powered by an internal 
combustion engine shall be used in accordance with 
section 3 .10 .17 .

7.0.7. A portable tool powered by an electrical source 
shall be used in accordance with subdivision 2.11.

7.0.8. Subject to a special provision in this Division, 
the personal protective equipment provided for in subdi-
vision 2.10 for the protection of workers against the risks 
of injury caused by a portable tool shall be worn during 
the use of the tool .

§7.1. Special provisions relating to certain  
portable tools

§7.1.1. Explosive actuated tools

7.1.1.1. Only a low velocity explosive actuated tool 
may be used .

7.1.1.2. A low velocity explosive actuated tool shall

(1) be unloaded when not in use; and

(2) never be left without supervision when it is loaded.

7.1.1.3. Only the manufacturer may modify a low 
velocity explosive actuated tool .

7.1.1.4. A low velocity explosive actuated tool may 
only be operated by a worker having received training and 
holding the certificate of low velocity explosive actuated 
tool operator, as provided for in Schedule 8.

7.1.1.5. No work may be performed by a low velocity 
explosive actuated tool operator who is less than 18 years 
of age .

7.1.1.6. An operator may not use a low velocity explo-
sive actuated tool to drive

(1) fasteners into

(a) curved or rounded objects, except if the tool is 
equipped with a protective device designed for such work;

(b) plaster tiles, hollow bricks or slates;

(c) cast iron, marble, granite, glazed linings and other 
hard and brittle materials;

(d) steel or alloys that are harder than the fastener used;

(e) hard materials in which holes have already been 
made, except if the tool is equipped with a device that is 
capable of holding back the fasteners;

(f) corner bricks or vertical mortar joints; and

(g) steel where

i. the steel is less than 4.83 mm thick;

ii . the point of entry of the fasteners is less than  
50 mm from a weld;

iii . the point of entry of the fasteners is less than  
13 mm from an edge;

(2) fasteners with a shaft diameter equal to or less than 
4.83 mm into concrete where

(a) the concrete is less than 65 mm thick or equal to  
3 times the depth of penetration of the shaft of the 
fasteners;

(b) the point of entry of the fasteners is less that 50 mm 
from an unsupported edge; and

(c) the point of entry of the fasteners is less that 75 mm 
from another fastener that is broken .

7.1.1.7. Before firing, the operator shall ensure

(1) that the low velocity explosive actuated tool

(a) is placed in a stable firing position; and

(b) is held so that the barrel of the tool is perpendicular 
to the firing surface; and
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(2) that there is no other person within firing range.

7.1.1.8. Firing incidents: Where a firing incident or 
a misfire occurs, the low velocity explosive actuated tool 
shall be held in its firing position for at least 15 seconds; 
the tool shall then be unloaded. In such a case, the barrel 
of the tool shall

(1) not be pointed toward the operator or any other 
person;

(2) be held pointing obliquely toward the ground; and

(3) be held as far as possible from the body of the 
operator .

7.1.1.9. The employer shall prohibit the use of a low 
velocity explosive actuated tool in shops or any other area 
where the concentration of inflammable vapours, gases or 
dust has reached the lower explosive limit.

7.1.1.10. The employer shall ensure

(1) that a low velocity explosive actuated tool is

(a) checked before its first use each day; and

(b) regularly inspected to detect worn or damaged  
parts, in accordance with the manufacturer’s recom- 
mendations;

(2) that all parts of the low velocity explosive actuated 
tool have been cleaned after its use; and

(3) that the safety devices on a low velocity explosive 
actuated tool are in proper working order.

7.1.1.11. Only spare parts recommended by the manu-
facturer shall be used .

7.1.1.12. No low velocity explosive actuated tool may 
be used where any of its parts or accessories is defective.

7.1.1.13. When it is not in use, a low velocity explosive 
actuated tool shall be placed in a case designed for that 
purpose . The case shall contain

(1) a copy of the manufacturer’s instructions for the 
use and maintenance of the tool;

(2) all the accessories and implements necessary for 
the maintenance of the tool at the work site; and

(3) a logbook recording the date of each inspection 
provided for in subparagraph b of paragraph 1 of sec-
tion 7.1.1.10 as well as the date and type of each repair 
made .

7.1.1.14. The case provided for in section 7 .1 .1 .13 and 
the boxes containing the fasteners and cartridges shall be 
put in a place that

(1) is kept locked; and

(2) is inaccessible to unauthorized persons.

7.1.1.15. The operator shall

(1) pick up, as work progresses, the cartridge cases 
that exploded;

(2) store unused cartridges as required by sec- 
tion 7.1.1.14; and

(3) dispose of used cartridges that did not explode in 
accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.

7.1.1.16. The following notices shall be affixed perma-
nently and shall be clearly legible:

(1) on each low velocity explosive actuated tool:

(a) the manufacturer’s name or trademark;

(b) the type and model of the tool;

(c) the strength of the maximum charge permitted by 
the manufacturer’s specifications;

(2) on the accessories: the manufacturer’s name or 
trademark;

(3) on each box containing fasteners:

(a) the manufacturer’s name or trademark;

(b) the nominal dimensions of the fasteners;

(4) on each box containing explosive charges:

(a) the manufacturer’s name or trademark;

(b) the place where it was manufactured;

(c) the strength of the explosive charge of the cartridges .
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§7.2 Nailing gun

7.2.1. Definitions: For the purposes of this subdivision,

“nailing gun” means a device held by hand by a single 
operator and in which energy is transmitted in a linear 
manner to a steel nail charged into the device in order 
to drive the nail. The energy required for driving comes 
in particular from compressed air, combustion gas or an 
electrical load, but not from propellant powder;

“dual-action contact-trip command” means a com-
mand method in which the trigger and the nose contact 
element must be interlocked so that only one drive opera- 
tion is carried out by pressing the trigger while the nose 
contact element is pressed on the material . To repeat the 
operation, the trigger and the nose contact element must 
first return to their idle position;

“trigger” means a finger-actuated part that controls the 
arrival of energy to the driving mechanism of a nailing 
gun;

“nose contact element” means a mechanism at the end 
of a nailing gun that, for as long as it is not touching a 
material, prevents the firing of a nail;

“framing work” means construction work related to 
the structure of walls, floors and roofs. Finishing work 
and work for covering roofs with shingles are excluded.

7.2.2. A nailing gun used for framing work shall

(1) be equipped with a trigger and a nose contact  
element; and

(2) operate by dual-action contact-trip command.

7.2.3. A nailing gun shall be used

(1) in a stable position;

(2) while wearing the protective glasses described in 
section 2.10.5; and

(3) without pointing the nailing gun at the operator or 
any other person .

7.2.4. A nailing gun shall be disconnected from its 
energy source before its maintenance or unblocking .

§7.3 Saws

§7.3.1. Circular saws

7.3.1.1. A circular saw, except a cut-off machine, shall 
comply with paragraph 2 of section 3.10.15.

§7.3.2. Chainsaws

7.3.2.1. A chainsaw shall comply with CSA Standard 
Z62.1 15, Chainsaws, for Classes 1A and 2A.

7.3.2.2. A chainsaw shall not be used to cut materials 
other than wood, unless such use is specified by the man-
ufacturer and the required recommended modifications 
have been made, if applicable.

It shall not be used inside a closed building if it has an 
internal combustion engine .

7.3.2.3. The user of a chainsaw shall wear protective 
footwear from among the following:

(1) footwear referred to in section 2.10.6

(a) that complies with the recommendations for the 
user of a chainsaw; or

(b) that has protective gaiters and that complies with 
Part 9 of EN Standard 381-9, Personal protective equip-
ment for users of hand chainsaw;

(2) footwear that complies with ISO Standard 17249, 
Safety footwear with resistance to chainsaw cutting;

(3) footwear that complies with ISO Standard 20345, 
Personal protective equipment — Safety footwear, that 
has protective gaiters and that complies with Part 9 of  
EN Standard 381-9, Personal protective equipment for 
users of hand chainsaw.

7.3.2.4. The user of a chainsaw shall wear pants or 
chaps complying with Class A, C or D of ASTM Standard 
F 3325-18, Standard Specification for Leg Protective 
Devices for Chainsaw Users.

7.3.2.5. The user of a chainsaw shall wear gloves that 
allow a grip on the chainsaw’s handles.

7.3.2.6. The user of a chainsaw shall

(1) start the chainsaw by firmly maintaining the front 
handle with the left hand and the rear handle between the 
knees or on the ground by standing with the right foot in 
the rear handle;

(2) hold the chainsaw with both hands and with feet 
solidly set during use; and

(3) apply the chain brake during a displacement when 
the engine is on .

During its use, a chainsaw shall not be held higher than 
the shoulders.”.
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10. Schedule 7 is revoked .

11. This Regulation comes into force on the fifteenth 
day following the date of its publication in the Gazette 
officielle du Québec .
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