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M.O., 2018
Order of the Minister of Sustainable Development, 
the Environment and the Fight Against Climate 
Change dated 29 March 2018

An Act respecting the Natural Heritage Conservation Act
(chapter C-61.01)

Replacement of the plan and conservation plan of the 
Réserve de biodiversité projetée d’Opémican

THE MINISTER OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, 
THE ENVIRONMENT AND THE FIGHT AGAINST CLIMATE 
CHANGE,

CONSIDERING the fi rst paragraph of section 27 of the 
Act respecting the Natural Heritage Conservation Act 
(chapter C-61.01), which provides that, for the purpose of 
protecting land to be established as a new protected area, 
such as a park, the Minister of Sustainable Development, 
the Environment and the Fight Against Climate Change 
shall, with the approval of the Government, prepare the 
plan of that area, establish a conservation plan and assign 
temporary protection status to the area as a proposed 
aquatic reserve, biodiversity reserve, ecological reserve 
or man-made landscape;

CONSIDERING the Minister’s Order dated 20 February 
2007 (2007, G.O. 2, 1201), whereby the Minister of 
Sustainable Development, Environment and Parks 
assigned temporary protection status to the territory 
of the Réserve de biodiversité projetée d’Opémican for 
a period of 4 years beginning on 7 March 2007;

CONSIDERING Order in Council 134-2007 dated 
14 February 2007, whereby the Government approved the 
plan and conservation plan of the Réserve de biodiversité 
projetée d’Opémican;

CONSIDERING the fi rst paragraph of section 28 of the 
Natural Heritage Conservation Act, which provides that 
the Government may authorize the renewal or extension of 
the setting aside of land as a proposed biodiversity reserve;

CONSIDERING the second paragraph of section 28 of 
the Act, which provides that the renewal or extension of 
the setting aside of land as a proposed biodiversity reserve 
may not be such that the term of the setting aside exceeds 
six years, unless so authorized by the Government;

CONSIDERING the Minister’s Order dated 17 February 
2011 (2011, G.O. 2, 631), authorized by Order in Council 
41-2011 dated 2 February 2011, whereby the setting aside 
of the territory of the Réserve de biodiversité projetée 
d’Opémican was extended for 4 years beginning on 
7 March 2011;

CONSIDERING the Minister’s Order dated 10 February 
2015 (2015, G.O. 2, 178), authorized by Order in Council 
934-2014 dated 29 October 2014, whereby the setting aside 
of that territory was extended a second time for 8 years 
beginning on 7 March 2015;

CONSIDERING Order in Council 136-2008 dated 
20 February 2008, whereby the Government approved 
amendments to the conservation plans of a number of 
proposed biodiversity and aquatic reserves, including 
Opémican;

CONSIDERING Order in Council 1200-2013 dated 
20 November 2013, whereby the Government made the 
Regulation respecting the establishment of Parc national 
d’Opémican;

CONSIDERING the first paragraph of section 31 of 
the Natural Heritage Conservation Act, which pro-
vides that the Minister of Sustainable Development, the 
Environment and the Fight Against Climate Change may, 
with the Government’s approval, amend, replace or revoke 
the plan of land set aside under section 27 of the Act or the 
conservation plan established for that land;

CONSIDERING that the boundaries of Parc national 
d’Opémican largely overlap the boundaries of the Réserve 
de biodiversité projetée d’Opémican;

CONSIDERING that a portion of the land initially set 
aside has not been retained within the boundaries of 
the national park and permanent status as a biodiversity 
reserve is contemplated for that portion, by reason of its 
ecological value;

CONSIDERING that amendments to the plan of the 
Réserve de biodiversité projetée d’Opémican are required 
to exclude from it the portion of land overlapping Parc 
national d’Opémican as well as other portions of land not 
retained for the proposed national park and located all 
around, and that consequential amendments must be made 
to the conservation plan;

CONSIDERING Order in Council 412-2017 dated 
26 April 2017, which authorizes the Minister of Sustainable 
Development, the Environment and the Fight Against 
Climate Change to amend the plan and the conservation 
plan for the Réserve de biodiversité projetée d’Opémican;

CONSIDERING the publication in Part 2 of the Gazette 
offi cielle du Québec of 12 July 2017, in accordance with 
sections 10 and 11 of the Regulations Act (chapter R-18.1), 
of a proposed replacement of the plan and conservation 
plan of the Réserve de biodiversité projetée d’Opémican, 
with a notice that the proposed replacement could be made 
by the Minister on the expiry of 45 days following that 
publication;
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CONSIDERING that it is expedient to make the proposed 
replacement without amendment;

CONSIDERING sections 29 and 31 of the Natural 
Heritage Conservation Act, which provide for the publi-
cation of a notice in the Gazette offi cielle du Québec where 
the plan of the land set aside is amended, as well as the 
content of that notice;

CONSIDERING that the publication in the Gazette 
offi cielle du Québec of this Minister’s Order, of the plan 
of the Réserve de biodiversité projetée d’Opémican and 
of its conservation plan stands in lieu of such a notice;

ORDERS AS FOLLOWS:

The plan and conservation plan of the Réserve de bio-
diversité projetée d’Opémican, attached to this Order, are 
hereby made;

The plans come into force on the fi fteenth day fol-
lowing the date of their publication in the Gazette 
offi cielle du Québec and replace, as of that date, any 
plan and conservation plan previously approved for that 
reserve.

Québec, 29 March 2018

ISABELLE MELANÇON,
Minister of Sustainable Development,
The Environment and the 
Fight Against Climate Change
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Sustainable Forest Development Act

Natural Heritage Conservation Act

Act Approving the Agreement Concerning 

James Bay and Northern Québec Act Approving the Northeastern Québec 

Agreement

§2.1.  Protection of resources and the natural environment 
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§2.2. Rules of conduct for users  

§2.3. Activities requiring an authorization 
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§ 2.4.  Authorization exemptions 
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§2.5. General provisions  



1654 GAZETTE OFFICIELLE DU QUÉBEC, April 18, 2018, Vol. 150, No. 16 Part 2

 Environment Quality Act;
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