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— the address of its head offi ce and, where applicable, 
of its business establishment in Québec and the telephone 
number and email address of the said head offi ce and 
establishment;

— in the case of a company with share capital, the per-
centage of the shares of its share capital with full voting 
rights that belong to one or several persons that are not 
resident in Québec; the total number of its directors as 
well as the number of directors not resident in Québec; and

— in the case of a company without share capital, 
the percentage of its members that are not resident in 
Québec;”;

(2) by inserting “and the name and address of the 
owner” after “the farm land is located” in subparagraph 
i of paragraph b;

(3) by replacing subparagraph iii of paragraph b by 
the following:

“iii. the present and future uses of the farm land and 
the areas devoted to the uses;

iv. a description of any permanent structure and 
facility existing on the farm land, including any house 
and building;

v. the production costs and the livestock;

vi. the acquisition cost agreed to, distinguishing the 
prices for the land, the buildings and the equipment, and 
other property acquired;

vii. where applicable, the opinion of the applicant that 
the land concerned is not suitable for the cultivation of 
the soil or the raising of livestock due to the biophysical 
conditions of the soil and of the environment;”.

3. This Regulation comes into force on the fi fteenth 
day following the date of its publication in the Gazette 
offi cielle du Québec.
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Gouvernement du Québec

O.C. 1098-2014, 10 December 2014
An Act respecting the Régie de l’énergie 
(chapter R-6.01)

Régie de l’énergie
— Rules of Procedure

CONCERNING the Rules of Procedure of the Régie de 
l’énergie

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 113 of the Act respect-
ing the Régie de l’énergie (chapter R-6.01), the Régie may 
adopt rules of procedure applicable to the examination of 
applications or to public hearings;

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 115 of the said Act, the 
rules of procedure and regulations made by the Régie must 
be submitted to the Government, which may approve them 
with or without amendments;

WHEREAS, in accordance with sections 10 and 11 of the 
Regulations Act (chapter R-18.1), the draft of the Rules of 
Procedure of the Régie de l’énergie was published in Part 2 
of the Gazette offi cielle du Québec of 9 July 2014, with a 
notice that it could be approved by the Government on the 
expiry of 45 days following that publication;

WHEREAS comments have been received and it is 
expedient to approve the Rules with amendments;

IT IS ORDERED, therefore, on the recommendation of 
the Minister of Energy and Natural Resources:

THAT the Rules of Procedure of the Régie de l’énergie, 
attached hereto, be approved.

JUAN ROBERTO IGLESIAS,
Clerk of the Conseil exécutif

Rules of Procedure of the Régie 
de l’énergie
An Act respecting the Régie de l’énergie
(chapter R-6.01, ss. 113 and 115)

CHAPTER I
DEFINITIONS

1. For the purposes of these Rules, unless the context 
indicates otherwise,

Texte surligné 
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“consultation” means the examination of an applica-
tion by the Régie de l’énergie as part of a written process; 
(consultation)

“document” means any document, as defi ned in sec-
tion 3 of the Act to establish a legal framework for infor-
mation technology (chapter C-1.1), and includes any 
application, proceeding, evidence, request for informa-
tion, letter or other communication addressed to the Régie; 
(document)

“expert witness” means a person called to testify at 
a hearing who is recognized as an expert by the Régie 
because of his or her knowledge and experience in a 
specifi c fi eld or on a specifi c issue. (témoin expert)

“hearing” means a session during which the Régie 
hears evidence and arguments presented by participants; 
(audience)

“intervenor” means any interested person authorized 
by the Régie to participate in the examination of an appli-
cation in order to present a point of view; (intervenant)

“participant” means an applicant or an intervenor; 
(participant)

“working session” means any meeting, except a hear-
ing, held to examine an application; it includes an infor-
mation session, discussion session and negotiation session; 
(séance de travail)

CHAPTER II
PROCESSING OF AN APPLICATION

2. This chapter applies to any application processed by 
the Régie, other than a complaint.

3. The Régie must take all necessary measures to 
ensure that proceedings follow a simple, expeditious and 
fair course. It may, in particular, to facilitate the process-
ing of an application, prescribe time limits that differ from 
those prescribed by these Rules.

4. A participant who cannot comply with a time limit 
prescribed by the Régie or by these Rules must give the 
Régie prior notice in writing, specifying the reason, and 
state the time within which the participant will comply 
with the order from the Régie. The Régie may, on valid 
grounds, accept the request for an extra time limit on the 
conditions it determines.

5. The Régie may, in the absence of valid grounds, 
reject any late application or proceeding when it considers 
that it may have an impact on the fair and expeditious 
processing of an application.

DIVISION I
FILING OF DOCUMENTS

6. Every document cited or relied upon by a participant 
must be fi led with the Régie.

7. Documents are fi led by being entered in the elec-
tronic fi ling system of the Régie. When a document is 
entered in the system, the required number of copies, as 
specifi ed by the Régie, of the original, signed paper ver-
sion must be sent to the record offi ce at the Régie.

A document fi led in this manner is deemed to have been 
sent to all the participants.

A document fi led outside business hours at the record 
offi ce of the Régie is deemed to have been fi led at the time 
of opening on the following day. Unless otherwise speci-
fi ed by the Régie, the business hours of the record offi ce 
are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on working days.

8. When a participant fi les all or part of a document 
at different times, the document deemed fi led is the last 
document fi led within the time limit prescribed by the 
Régie or by these Rules.

9. Every document fi led as evidence with the Régie that 
was not drawn up by the participant or a member of the 
participant’s staff must indicate its author’s identity and 
provide contact information for the author.

DIVISION II
SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION

10. Every application to the Régie must be submitted 
in writing and must

(1) indicate the applicant’s name, address, telephone 
number, electronic address and fax number and, where 
applicable, the contact information for the applicant’s 
representative;

(2) contain a clear and concise statement of the facts, 
the object of and reasons for the application, and the con-
clusions sought;

(3) be signed by the applicant or the applicant’s 
representative;

(4) include all relevant documents in support of the 
application, and a list of such documents;

(5) be supported by one or more affi davits establishing 
all the facts set out in the application;
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(6) include any applicable fees;

(7) include all other information required by the Régie.

11. If an application does not meet the requirements 
of section 10 of these Rules, the Régie may

(1) refuse to process the application as submitted and 
return it to the applicant;

(2) indicate the missing information to the applicant 
and, if needed, suspend its examination of the application 
until the missing information is provided;

(3) agree to process the application, on the conditions 
it considers necessary.

DIVISION III
INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED BY THE RÉGIE

12. The Régie may issue instructions for the holding 
of a hearing, consultation, working session or negotiated 
agreement process, or any other procedure it selects to 
process an application.

13. When the Régie orders an applicant to publicize its 
instructions, the instructions may be publicized using any 
means and any medium specifi ed by the Régie, including 
an information technology-based medium.

14. In addition to the means provided for in section 13 
of these Rules, for any matter requiring a public hear-
ing under section 25 of the Act respecting the Régie de 
l’énergie (chapter R-6.01), a public notice must be pub-
lished in a periodical circulated in the area concerned by 
the matter, as specifi ed by the Régie.

DIVISION IV
INTERVENTION

15. As part of the examination of an application under 
section 25 of the Act respecting the Régie de l’énergie 
or when so determined by the Régie as part of any other 
application, any interested person may apply to the Régie 
for intervenor status, in the manner provided for in sec-
tion 7 of these Rules.

16. The application for intervenor status must be 
signed by the interested person or the interested person’s 
representative and fi led with the Régie within the time 
prescribed by the Régie.

The interested person must state

(1) the interested person’s name, address, telephone 
number, electronic address and fax number and, where 
applicable, the contact information for the interested per-
son’s representative;

(2) the nature of the interested person’s interest;

(3) the grounds for the intervention;

(4) the issues the interested person intends to address 
and a concise version of the conclusions sought or recom-
mendations proposed;

(5) the manner in which the interested person’s position 
is to be presented and, in particular, whether witnesses are 
to be heard or expert evidence presented;

(6) where applicable, suggestions to facilitate examina-
tion of the application;

(7) where applicable, the interested person’s 
representativeness.

17. The applicant concerned may, within fi ve working 
days after the time prescribed by the Régie for fi ling an 
application for intervenor status has expired, fi le com-
ments on or an objection to the application with the Régie. 
The applicant must forward a copy of his comments or 
objection to the interested person.

18. The interested person may, within three working 
days after the comments or objections are forwarded, fi le 
a response with the Régie.

19. When the Régie grants intervenor status to an 
interested person, it must, if it considers it necessary, 
determine the framework for the intervention on the basis 
of the interested person’s interest, the nature and import-
ance of the issues addressed, the issues that the Régie 
considers relevant, and the public interest .

20. The Attorney General and the Minister respon-
sible for the administration of the Act respecting the Régie 
de l’énergie may at all times intervene on their own motion 
before the Régie.

DIVISION V
COMMENTS

21. An interested person who does not wish to obtain 
intervenor status but who wishes to submit written com-
ments on a matter examined by the Régie may fi le the 
comments within the time prescribed by the Régie.



Part 2 GAZETTE OFFICIELLE DU QUÉBEC, December 23, 2014, Vol. 146, No. 52 2809

22. The comments must specify the author’s identity, 
give the author’s contact information, provide a descrip-
tion of the nature of the author’s interest and include 
any relevant information explaining or supporting the 
comments.

DIVISION VI
WRITTEN EVIDENCE

23. An applicant must fi le with the Régie the docu-
ments and additional evidence the Régie considers neces-
sary for its deliberations.

24. The Régie may allow any participant to fi le evi-
dence, which must be supported by affi davits, within the 
time limit it prescribes.

25. A request for information may be sent to a partici-
pant concerning the documents fi led by the participant, in 
the cases provided for by the Régie and within the time 
limit it sets.

26. Every challenge to a response to a request for 
information must be filed with the Régie within two 
working days after the response is fi led, and specify the 
grounds for the challenge.

27. The participant concerned may, within three work-
ing days following the date of fi ling of the challenge, fi le 
comments with the Régie.

28. The Régie may inform a participant of missing 
elements in the documents fi led. It may, in such a case, 
decide not to take the documents into consideration until 
the missing elements have been provided, or it may decide 
to return the documents to the participant.

29. Before a hearing starts or a matter is taken under 
advisement as part of a consultation, the Régie may 
require that all or part of a document fi led by a participant 
be supported, within the time it prescribes, by an affi davit 
attesting to the truth of the facts alleged.

If the participant fails to fi le the required affi davit within 
the time prescribed, the Régie may decide not to take the 
document or part of a document into consideration.

DIVISION VII
EXPERT WITNESSES

30. A participant who retains the services of an expert 
witness must fi le an application with the Régie for recog-
nition of the expert’s status.

The application must be fi led at least 30 days before the 
scheduled date of the hearing and include

(1) the expert witness’s name and contact information;

(2) the mandate of the expert witness and the requested 
area of expertise;

(3) a copy of the expert witness’s résumé, including 
a description of any experience relevant to the requested 
area of expertise.

31. Any challenge to an application for the recognition 
of an expert witness’s status must be fi led with the Régie 
at least 20 days before the scheduled date of the hearing. 
The Régie deals with the challenge at the hearing.

32. The Régie may require that expert witnesses 
whose services have been retained by participants com-
municate with each other to

(1) exchange information and documents relating to 
facts or opinions on which they disagree;

(2) discuss the facts or opinions on which they disagree 
to reduce the number of or eliminate the disputed issues;

(3) come to a consensus on the facts, matters and 
opinions to be decided by the Régie.

The expert witnesses must fi le the results of their com-
munications with the Régie.

DIVISION VIII
CONFIDENTIALITY

33. A participant who requires documents or informa-
tion be treated confi dentially must fi le an application for 
that purpose with the Régie, supported by one or more 
affi davits, and provide the following information:

(1) a summary of the nature of the documents and 
information for which confi dential treatment is requested;

(2) the grounds for the request, including the nature of 
the harm that would be caused by disclosure of the docu-
ments or information;

(3) the period during which confi dential treatment is 
requested.

34. The participant must include the following docu-
ments with the application for confi dential treatment:
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(1) for the public record, a version of the documents in 
which the information for which confi dential treatment is 
requested has been blocked out;

(2) in a confi dential envelope, for the exclusive use of 
the Régie, a complete version of the documents.

35. Every challenge to an application for confi dential 
treatment must be fi led with the Régie within fi ve working 
days from the date on which the application is fi led. The 
participant requesting confi dential treatment may then fi le 
a response to the challenge within three days from the date 
on which the challenge is fi led.

DIVISION IX
HEARING

36. The Régie issues written instructions for the con-
duct of hearings and the preparation of a schedule and 
timetable, and fi xes the time granted to each participant 
to present a position.

37. In exceptional circumstances, the Régie may, on 
grounds it considers valid, grant an application to post-
pone a hearing.

38. Unless the Régie issues directions to the contrary, 
a participant in a hearing may call and examine witnesses, 
examine the other participants’ witnesses and present a 
position.

Witnesses are heard under oath, in the form of a solemn 
affi rmation to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth.

39. The Régie may, at the request of a participant or 
on its own motion, call witnesses and require the produc-
tion of documents.

Where applicable, the Régie issues a summons to 
appear, and the participant who has requested it is then 
responsible for serving the summons on the witness con-
cerned at the participant’s own expense.

The summons to appear must be served at least fi ve 
working days before the date scheduled for the witness’s 
appearance, unless the Régie issues special instructions.

40. If a participant fails to attend a hearing, the Régie 
may render its decision in the participant’s absence after 
ensuring that the participant was duly notifi ed of the 
hearing.

41. All hearings are recorded by the Régie. Shorthand 
or machine shorthand notes may also be taken.

A participant who requests a copy of the recording from 
a hearing in order to transcribe it must provide the Régie 
with a copy of the transcript of the recording on the condi-
tions determined by the Régie, whatever the medium used. 
The transcript costs are borne by the participant, unless 
the Régie decides otherwise.

DIVISION X
PAYMENT OF COSTS

42. A participant, other than the carrier of electric 
power or a distributor, may fi le with the Régie a claim for 
costs, duly completed, within 30 days after the date on 
which the matter is taken under advisement.

43. The carrier of electric power or a distributor from 
which the costs are claimed may, within ten days after the 
expiry of the time prescribed for fi ling a claim for costs, 
fi le an objection or comments with the Régie.

44. A participant claiming costs may, within ten days 
after the date on which the objection or comments are 
fi led, fi le a response with the Régie.

45. A participant wishing to be reimbursed for the cost 
of translating a document fi led as part of a record must 
have obtained prior authorization from the Régie and must 
have fi led the translation in the record.

46. The Régie may depart from the procedure pro-
vided for in this Division to accelerate or facilitate the 
payment of costs.

CHAPTER III
PROCESSING OF A COMPLAINT

DIVISION I
CONCILIATION

47. As part of the complaint processing process, the 
Régie must take all necessary steps to promote the use 
of conciliation.

48. Consent to allow inadmissible evidence consisting 
of information and documents exchanged during concilia-
tion must be given in writing and be signed by the parties.

49. When conciliation leads to an agreement, writ-
ten notifi cation to that effect must be sent to the Régie 
by the conciliator or jointly by the complainant and, as 
applicable, the electric power carrier or a distributor. Upon 
receiving notifi cation, the Régie closes the record.
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DIVISION II
EXAMINATION OF A COMPLAINT

50. Every application to the Régie for the examination 
of a complaint must be in writing and

(1) state the complainant’s name, address and tele-
phone number and, where applicable, the complainant’s 
electronic address and fax number and the contact infor-
mation for the complainant’s representative;

(2) contain a clear, brief account of the facts, the 
grounds for the complaint and the conclusions sought;

(3) be signed by the complainant or the complainant’s 
representative;

(4) include all relevant documents in support of the 
complaint.

51. The Régie examines complaints on the basis of the 
written record or by holding a hearing.

52. Sections 3, 4 and 23 to 41 of these Rules, adapted 
as required, apply to the examination of a complaint.

53. Any grounds for the inadmissibility of a complaint 
must be raised when the internal examination record for 
the complaint is forwarded.

54. When a complaint is withdrawn, the complainant 
must notify the Régie in writing. When a complaint is 
settled, the complainant and, as applicable, the electric 
power carrier or a distributor must notify the Régie in 
writing. On receiving notifi cation in either case, the Régie 
closes the record.

CHAPTER IV
COMPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS 
RESPECTING ADVICE TO THE MINISTER 
OR THE GOVERNMENT

55. Where the Régie holds a hearing or consultation in 
order to provide advice under section 42 or 57 of the Act 
respecting the Régie de l’énergie, on its own initiative or 
at the Minister’s request, it must determine, in its instruc-
tions, the procedure for the public hearing or consultation.

CHAPTER V
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

56. If the expiry of a time period determined in these 
Rules for the doing of a thing falls on a non-working day, 
the thing may be validly done on the next following work-
ing day.

For the purposes of the first paragraph, Saturday, 
Sunday and any other day on which the offi ces of the 
Régie are closed are non-working days.

57. With authorization from the Régie, any delay, 
defect of form or irregularity of procedure may be 
remedied.

58. The secretary of the Régie is empowered to receive 
the documents that must be fi led with the Régie under the 
Act or these Rules.

59. Upon payment of the reproduction costs, any inter-
ested person may obtain a copy of any document fi led with 
the Régie other than a document for which a confi dential-
ity order or publication ban has been made.

CHAPTER VI
TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS

60. These Rules replace the Rules of Procedure of the 
Régie de l’énergie (chapter R-6.01, r. 4).

61. Applications being processed on the date of 
coming into force of these Rules are continued in accord-
ance with these Rules.

62. These Rules come into force on the fi fteenth day 
following the date of their publication in the Gazette 
offi cielle du Québec.
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Gouvernement du Québec

O.C. 1104-2014, 10 December 2014
An Act respecting insurance 
(chapter A-32)

Regulation
— Amendment

Regulation to amend the Regulation under the Act 
respecting insurance

WHEREAS, under paragraph s of section 420 of the Act 
respecting insurance (chapter A-32), the Government may 
make regulations to establish the conditions applicable 
to group insurance contracts and their marketing, and to 
admission to a group of participants;


	droits2: 


