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Gouvernement du Québec

0.C. 724-2013, 19 June 2013

Sustainable Forest Development Act
(chapter A-18.1)

Scaling of timber harvested in forests in the domain
of the State

Regulation respecting the scaling of timber harvested
in forests in the domain of the State

WHEREAS, under subparagraph 1 of section 72 of the
Sustainable Forest Development Act (chapter A-18.1), the
Government may, by regulation, determine the scaling
standards for timber harvested in the forests in the domain
of the State, in particular, the scaling methods and the
standards applicable to timber transportation, to the trans-
mission of scaling or inventory data, to the verification of
data and to corrections to scaling, including the assistance
that the person or body required to scale the timber must
provide to the Minister;

WHEREAS, under subparagraph 2 of section 72 of the
Act, the Government may, by regulation, set the fees pay-
able by the person or body required to scale the timber
for the loss of scaling, inventory or transportation forms
that were in the possession of the person or body, and vary
the fees depending on the type or number of forms lost;

WHEREAS, under subparagraph 3 of section 72 of the
Act, the Government may, by regulation, determine the
provisions of a regulation whose violation constitutes an
offence and specify, from among the fines prescribed in
section 244, the one to which an offender is liable for a
given offence;

WHEREAS the Government made the Regulation
respecting the scaling of timber harvested in forests in
the domain of the State (chapter A-18.1, r. 5);

WHEREAS it is expedient to replace the Regulation;

WHEREAS, in accordance with sections 10 and 11 of
the Regulations Act (chapter R-18.1), a draft Regulation
respecting the scaling of timber harvested in forests in the
domain of the State was published in Part 2 of the Gazette
officielle du Québec of 13 February 2013 with a notice
that it could be made by the Government on the expiry of
45 days following that publication;

WHEREAS it is expedient to make the Regulation with
amendments;

IT IS ORDERED, therefore, on the recommendation of
the Minister of Natural Resources:

THAT the Regulation respecting the scaling of timber
harvested in forests in the domain of the State, attached
to this Order in Council, be made.

JEAN ST-GELALIS,
Clerk of the Conseil exécutif

Regulation respecting the scaling of
timber harvested in forests in the domain
of the State

Sustainable Forest Development Act
(chapter A-18.1, s. 72)

DIVISION I
GENERAL

§1. Scope
1. This Regulation applies to every person or body

(1) authorized to harvest timber in the forests in the
domain of the State and required by the Minister to scale
the timber;

(2) that buys timber from the forests in the domain of
the State and is required to scale the timber according to
the harvest agreement or timber sales contract to which
it is a party.

In addition, paragraphs 1 to 4, 6 and 7 of section 8
and sections 9, 10 and 31 apply to any person or body
that buys standing timber in inventory with the timber
marketing board.

§2. Definitions

2. In this Regulation, unless the context indicates
otherwise,

“culler” means any natural person who holds a licence
issued under the Cullers Act (chapter M-12.1); (mesureur
de bois)

“harvest” means cutting, lopping, hauling, removing
and topping of timber; (récolte)

“harvest year” means the period between 1 April of
a year and 31 March of the following year; (année de
récolte)
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“lot” means spread timber, a pile of timber, scattered
timber or pieces of timber; (lot)

“solid volume” means the actual volume of a piece of
timber; (volume solide)

“volume table” means a table that makes it possible to
determine the volume of a piece of timber, using one or
more of its other known dimensions; (tarif de cubage)

“working day” means a juridical day excluding
Saturdays and 24 and 31 December. (jour ouvrable)

DIVISION II
SCALING METHODS AND AUTHORIZATION
OF THE METHOD

3. The application for authorization of the scaling
method must be made on the form provided for that pur-
pose by the Minister.

Where the beginning of harvest and transportation take
place during the same month, the person or body referred
to in the first paragraph of section 1 must be in posses-
sion of the scaling authorization before the beginning of
harvested timber transportation.

Where the beginning of harvest and transportation do
not take place during the same month, the person or body
referred to in the first paragraph of section 1 must be in
possession of the scaling authorization before the end of
the month of the beginning of harvest or within the follow-
ing 5 days, but always before the beginning of harvested
timber transportation.

The authorization issued by the Minister indicates, in
particular, the method that must be applied and the sam-
pling parameters.

4. Scaling must be made according to species or group
of species and quality, using one of the following methods:

(1) scaling by the piece, which consists in calculating
the solid volume of each piece of sawn timber from its
length and diameters;

(2) scaling of sawn and piled timber, which consists
in calculating the solid volume of a pile of timber logs of
the same class of length of 20 centimetres by measuring
the diameter of cuts at one or both ends, adjusted if neces-
sary according to the results obtained after sampling of a
quantity of logs taken randomly and scaled according to
the method provided for in subparagraph 1;

(3) scaling by apparent volume, which consists in cal-
culating the apparent volume of piles of sawn and piled
timber to be transformed into solid volume, from their
height, width and length, using a piling factor set by the
Minister or established on the basis of sampling taken
randomly in all piles;

(4) scaling of unsawn timber, which consists in cal-
culating the solid volume of unsawn and piled trunks
from the measurement of the diameter of the widest cut
on the trunks or part of the trunks and in establishing, by
sampling, a stump volume table that makes it possible to
calculate the average volume of the trunks based on their
diameter;

(5) scaling chips, which consists in calculating the
solid volume of a quantity of chips or comminuted timber
by subtracting its mass in water from its mass in air;

(6) mass/volume scaling, which consists in calculat-
ing the solid volume of a quantity of timber from its total
mass converted into a solid volume using the mass/volume
conversion factor that may be set by the Minister or estab-
lished by sampling representing the ratio between the total
mass of the samples taken at random from the aggretate
of the mass and the solid volume of those same samples,
solid volume which will be determined according to one
of the methods described in subparagraph 1, 2, 4 or 5;

(7) scaling after transportation without weighing,
which consists in calculating the solid volume of a quan-
tity of timber according to the predetermined volume of
each load, from sampling applied on the aggregate of
loads and whose samples are scaled according to one of
the methods described in subparagraph 1, 2, 3 or 4, or
from the complete scaling of the same quantity of timber,
according to one of the same methods;

(8) mass scaling, which consists in calculating only the
loading mass where forest biomass or other material of
the same class may not be measured otherwise and must
be calculated in metric tons.

If none of the methods provided for in the subpara-
graphs of the first paragraph apply to scaling, the solid
volume of timber must be calculated by multiplying the
number of logs of the lot by the average volume estimated
for log representing that lot.

3. Alltimber harvested in a harvest year must be scaled
and the scaling data must be reported to the Minister not
later than within 5 months after the end of that year.



1858 GAZETTE OFFICIELLE DU QUEBEC, July 3, 2013, Vol. 145, No. 27

Part 2

At the expiry of that period, the volume of unscaled
timber entered on the form sent to the Minister in accord-
ance with section 20 will be considered the solid volume
of that timber.

DIVISION III
SCALING SITES

6. Timber harvested in a forest in the domain of the
State must be scaled in the cutting area before it is trans-
ported, or outside the cutting area after it is transported
according to the terms of the authorization of the scaling
method and in accordance with that method.

The scaling data must be entered on a scaling form
complying with the model drawn up by the Minister for
the scaling method chosen, which is numbered according
to the sequence unit issued by the Minister.

During scaling, the data must be recorded directly on
the completed scaling form.

Every scaling form must be duly completed, dated and
signed by a culler.

DIVISION 1V
SCALING IN THE CUTTING AREA BEFORE
TRANSPORTATION

'd.  Avpaper copy of the scaling forms must be deposited,
for verification purposes, in a sealed container located
where the timber was scaled or in any other place indi-
cated by the Minister as soon as the forms are completed,
dated and signed by the culler.

The deposit in the sealed container must take place on
the day on which the completed form is printed.

8. Scaled timber may not be transported outside the
cutting area unless the driver of the road vehicle in which
the timber was loaded is in possession of a transport
voucher on which the following information appears:

(1) the GPS coordinates of the timber loading point into
the driver’s vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer;

(2) the source and destination of the timber;

(3) the date and time of departure from the timber load-
ing point;

(4) the registration number of the vehicle and, where
applicable, the trailer or semi-trailer;

(5) the compilation unit number under which the
timber was scaled, as indicated on the authorization of
the scaling method;

(6) the name of the person in charge of loading the
timber;

(7) the name of the driver of the vehicle.

9. During transportation, a copy of the transport
voucher must be deposited at the place indicated in a
sealed container.

10. The transport voucher, which must be handed
over on arrival at the timber unloading point, must be
completed by indicating the date and hour of arrival,
by a person in charge who is present when the timber
is received or by the driver of the road vehicle where no
person in charge is present.

The original or, failing that, a copy of the voucher must
be kept and filed in a register kept for that purpose by the
timber recipient.

DIVISION V
SCALING OUTSIDE THE CUTTING AREA AFTER
TRANSPORTATION

11. Unscaled timber may not be transported outside
the cutting area unless the driver of the road vehicle in
which the timber was loaded is in possession of a timber
transportation authorization and loading registration form
complying with the model drawn up for that purpose by
the Minister and in which the following information
appears:

(1) the information referred to in paragraphs 1 to 4, 6
and 7 of section 8&;

(2) the compilation unit number under which timber
will be declared, as indicated on the scaling authorization;

(3) the species or group of species of the timber
transported.

12. During transportation, a copy of the form referred
to in section 11 must be deposited in a sealed container at
the place indicated by the Minister. Despite the foregoing,
no form may be deposited in the sealed container where,
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among the information referred to in section 11, the fol-
lowing data that are validated by a computer system, must
appear in the automated timber transportation authoriza-
tion and loading registration form:

(1) the GPS coordinates of the timber loading point into
the driver’s vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer;

(2) the date and time of departure from the timber
loading point;

(3) the compilation unit number;

(4) the species or group of species of the timber
transported.

In addition, to be exempted from the deposit of the form
in a sealed container during transportation, each load from
the cutting areas covered by the container must have an
automated form.

13. Every timber transportation authorization and
loading registration form must be handed over on arrival
at the timber unloading point and be completed indicat-
ing the date, hour of arrival and, where applicable, the
weighing data. It must then be signed by a culler before it
is sent to the Minister.

The original or, failing that, a copy of the form must
be kept and filed in a register kept for that purpose by the
timber recipient.

14. Every scaling form must be completed, dated and
signed by the culler not later than the fifth working day
following the day on which the timber is received.

A paper copy of every scaling form, as well as a sum-
mary of the registrations of the timber transportation
authorization and loading registration forms complying
with the model drawn up for that purpose by the Minister
must be deposited, for verification purposes, in a sealed
container situated on the premises where the timber was
scaled as soon as the documents are completed, dated and
signed by the culler.

The deposit in the sealed container of the completed
scaling form must take place on the day it is printed.

The deposit in the sealed container of the summary of
the registrations of the timber transportation authorization
and completed loading registration forms must take place
on the day it is printed.

§1. Verification of weigh scales

15. Every weigh scale used within the scope of scal-
ing timber from lands in the domain of the State must be
verified once a week by the operator or owner of the weigh
scale during the period of transportation of timber from
lands in the domain of the State.

16. The culler must validate the information contained
in the weigh scale control form complying with the model
drawn up for that purpose by the Minister and then sign
it. The culler must send to the Minister, electronically,
on the day it is signed, the weigh scale control form duly
completed, signed and dated.

1'd.  Where non-compliance with the operation of the
weigh scale or a discrepancy in relation to the limits
of error, according to the applicable scale, indicated in
Schedule 1, is noted, every person or body referred to in
the first paragraph of section 1, the owner or operator must
take the necessary corrective measures.

18. The person or body referred to in the first para-
graph of section 1 must cease to use the weigh scale for
weighing timber from lands in the domain of the State
where a verification shows a discrepancy in relation to
the limits of error, according to the applicable scale, equal
to or greater than 5 times those indicated in Schedule 1.

Where the person or body referred to in the first para-
graph of section 1 is not the owner of the weigh scale, it
may not be used unless the person or body has received
from the owner or operator of the weigh scale a writ-
ten declaration stating that it complies with and does not
exceed the limits of error provided for in Schedule 1.

DIVISION VI
TRANSMISSION OF CERTAIN FORMS
CONTAINING SCALING OR INVENTORY DATA

19. Every scaling form, duly completed, dated and
signed by the culler, must be sent to the Minister by the
person or body referred to in the first paragraph of section 1
so that the Minister receives it not later than the fifth work-
ing day following the day on which the paper copy of the
form was deposited in the sealed container.

Every timber transportation authorization and load-
ing registration form must be sent by the person or
body referred to in the first paragraph of section 1 to the
Minister so that the Minister receives it not later than the
fifth working day following the day on which it was duly
completed in accordance with section 14.
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In the case referred to in subparagraph 3 of the first
paragraph of section 27, the form need not be sent to the
Minister.

20. Aninventory estimating the volume of the timber
felled but not yet scaled or declared on the last day of a cal-
endar month must be sent by the person or body referred
to in the first paragraph of section 1 to the Minister every
month so that the Minister receives it not later than the
fifth working day of the month following the month for
which the inventory was made.

The inventory must indicate the location of the timber
included in the inventory, be entered on a form complying
with the model drawn up for that purpose by the Minister
and be signed by a culler. It is used to determine, on the
basis of written data, the volume harvested until the
timber is scaled and the scaling data is declared to the
Minister.

21. A paper copy of an inventory form of the timber
transportation authorization and loading registration
forms must be produced and sent to the Minister by the
person who was granted the sequence unit number or who
had a series of forms bearing the same number transferred
not later than on 30 April of each year.

DIVISION VII
FEES PAYABLE FOR THE LOSS OF SCALING,
INVENTORY OR TRANSPORTATION FORMS

22. Every form must bear a sequence unit number
granted by the Minister and be reserved for scaling and
controlling timber harvested on lands in the domain of
the State.

23. The numbers of the forms must be generated by
ascending order and be consecutive for each sequence
unit number.

24.

forms:

The following fees are payable for the loss of

(1) $30 per form;
(2) $300 for a sequence of 10 forms and more.

The fees for the loss of forms must be paid within
30 days following receipt of the invoice.

23. Asof1 April 2014, the fees are adjusted on 1 April
of each year by applying to their value for the preced-
ing year the annual percentage change, computed for the
month of December of the preceding year, in the general
Consumer Price Index (CPI) for Québec, published by
Statistics Canada.

The adjusted fees are rounded off as follows:

(1) where the adjusted fee is equal to or greater than
$25 but less than $100, it is rounded off to the nearest
multiple of $0.25;

(2) where the adjusted fee is equal to or greater than
$100, it is rounded off to the nearest multiple of $1.00.

The result of an adjustment that is equidistant from
2 multiples must be rounded off to the higher of the two.

The Minister is to publish the results of the adjustment
in Part 1 of the Gazette officielle du Québec and by any
other appropriate means.

§1. Paper forms

26. The destruction or a missing form or sequence of
forms are considered to be a loss of forms.

2@. No fees are payable in the following cases:
(1) the state of the forms makes them unusable;

(2) the destruction of forms is evidenced by a police
report or attested by an insurance company;

(3) the Minister authorizes the use of forms in a trans-
portation control project;

(4) following a written declaration to the Minister by
the printer of forms to the effect that the paper forms listed
therein do not exist and were not delivered to the person
who was granted the sequence unit number.

In the case referred to in subparagraph 1 of the first
paragraph, the original must be provided to the Minister.

In the case referred to in subparagraph 3 of the first
paragraph, the person who was granted the sequence unit
number must provide the Minister with the original of all
the forms used which are exempt from the application of
section 19.

§2. Electronic forms

28. A break in the sequence of form numbers is con-
sidered to be a loss of forms.

29. No fees are payable in the event of a computer
breakdown having as consequences the loss of form and
a number error.
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30. Any break in the sequence of form numbers must
be indicated to the Minister within 5 days following the
sequence break.

The break must not be corrected before its indication.

DIVISION VIII
STANDARDS APPLICABLE TO SEALED
CONTAINERS

31. Every person or body referred to in the first para-
graph of section 1 must ensure that every sealed container
required for the purposes of this Regulation meets the
following standards:

(1) be made of a hard structure;
(2) have a volume of not less than 0.1 m?;

(3) be waterproof and impervious enough to shelter the
documents deposited therein from bad weather;

(4) be equipped with a padlocked door allowing the
persons in charge of the application of this Regulation to
have access to the documents deposited therein;

(5) bear the notice “scaling”, in the case of a sealed
container referred to in section 7 or 14, or the notice
“transportation”, in the case of a sealed container referred
to in section 9 or 12;

(6) the container bearing the notice “scaling” must
be installed before the beginning of scaling timber and
remain on the cutting area as long as there is timber to be
scaled on the cutting area covered by a scaling project;

(7) the container bearing the notice “transportation”
must be installed before the beginning of transportation
operations and remain on the premises until all timber
has been transported to its destination or outside the
cutting area where timber has not been sent directly to
destination;

(8) be located in an accessible place.

DIVISION IX
VERIFICATION OF SCALING AND CORRECTION

32. Timber scaled on the cutting area must be left
undisturbed at the place where it was scaled for at least
2 working days after the day on which the paper copy of
the scaling forms containing the data relating to the scaled
timber is deposited in the sealed container.

Timber scaled after transportation must be left undis-
turbed at the place where it was scaled for at least 1 work-
ing day after the day on which the paper copy of the scal-
ing forms containing the data relating to the scaled timber
is deposited in the sealed container, except for timber last
scaled according to each of the methods used under sub-
paragraphs 6 and 7 of the first paragraph of section 4,
which must be left at the place where it was scaled for
5 working days or until other timber is scaled according
to the same methods.

The first and second paragraphs also apply where a
correction to the scaling modifies the duties to be paid.
The prescribed time periods are calculated from the date
of the transmission to the Minister of the new form indi-
cating the correction.

33. Timber must be re-scaled or the scaling corrected
or cancelled, as the case may be, on the request of the
Minister, in the following cases:

(1) where the verification carried out by the Minister
shows measurement discrepancies greater than 3% in
volume;

(2) where the verification carried out by the Minister
shows one or more errors or omissions that could cause a
discrepancy in the quantity of timber that has been scaled,
counted or sampled;

(3) scaling has not been carried out by a culler who holds
a licence issued under the Cullers Act (chapter M-12.1);

(4) sampling does not comply with what is provided in
the scaling authorization;

(5) sampling is not carried out according to the timber
scaling instructions in connection with the scaling method
selected provided for in the manual referred to in the third
paragraph;

(6) timber is piled in a manner to prevent it to be scaled
using a scaling tool;

(7) scaling, timber transportation authorization and
loading registration forms contain erroneous, false or
misleading information;

(8) the compilation unit indicated on the transportation
authorization form does not correspond, in particular, to
the timber load concerned, to the good source of timber
or the good destination of timber;
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(9) the culler did not classify the logs using the quality
grids provided for in the manual;

(10) the culler did not evaluate the volumetric reduction
in accordance with the types of defect provided for in the
manual referred to in the third paragraph.

Where re-scaling is required, the re-scaled timber must
be left undisturbed at the place where it was scaled until the
expiry of one of the time periods provided for in the first
and second paragraphs of section 32, as the case may be.

In all cases, the culler must take the corrective mea-
sures to the form according to the form amendment rules
provided for in the manual referred to in the third para-
graph of section 70 of the Sustainable Forest Development
Act (chapter A-18.1).

§1. Assistance that the person or body required to scale
the timber must provide to the Minister

34. A person or body who carries out scaling must
make its staff available, free of charge, at the Minister’s
request, during an inspection on the site where scaling
takes place.

That person or body must give access, free of charge,
to the Minister to every site where scaling takes place and
to every timber delivery point, and to the scaling systems,
and monitoring equipment required by the scaling method
chosen by the Minister.

DIVISION X
OFFENCES

353. Every person or body referred to in the first para-
graph of section 1 that harvests timber in forests in the
domain of the State and that contravenes any of the second
and third paragraphs of section 3, sections 5 to 14, 19 to 21,
the second and third paragraphs of section 27, sections 32
and 33 is liable to the fine provided for in paragraph 3 of
section 244 of the Sustainable Forest Development Act
(chapter A-18.1).

Every person or body referred to in the first paragraph
of section 1 that harvests timber in forests in the domain of
the State and that contravenes any of sections 22 and 23 is
liable to the fine provided for in paragraph 1 of section 244
of the Sustainable Forest Development Act (chapter A-18.1).

36. Every road vehicle driver who contravenes any of
sections 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 or 13 is liable to the fine provided
for in paragraph 3 of section 244 of the Sustainable Forest
Development Act (chapter A-18.1).

Where an offence referred to in the first paragraph is
committed by the driver of a heavy vehicle, within the
meaning of the Act respecting owners, operators and
drivers of heavy vehicles (chapter P-30.3), every owner
or operator of the vehicle, within the meaning of that Act,
who has failed to take the necessary means to ensure that
the driver of the vehicle complies with the provisions
referred to in the first paragraph is liable to the same pen-
alty as that provided for in that paragraph.

37. Every person who contravenes any of sections 15
to 18 is liable to the fine provided for in paragraph 3 of
section 244 of the Sustainable Forest Development Act
(chapter A-18.1).

38. Every person who contravenes section 30 is liable
to the fine provided for in paragraph 1 of section 244 of
the Sustainable Forest Development Act (chapter A-18.1).

39. Every person or body referred to in the first para-
graph of section 1 that harvests timber in forests in the
domain of the State and that contravenes section 31 is
liable to the fine provided for in paragraph 1 of section 244
of the Sustainable Forest Development Act (chapter A-18.1).

40. A person or body that carries out scaling and
that contravenes section 34 is liable, per day of refusal
to comply with that section, to the fine provided for in
paragraph 1 of section 244 of the Sustainable Forest
Development Act (chapter A-18.1).

DVISION XI
MISCELLANEOUS

41. This Regulation replaces the Regulation respecting
the scaling of timber harvested in forests in the domain of
the State (chapter A-18.1, r. 5).

42. This Regulation comes into force on the fifteenth
day following the date of its publication in the Gazette
officielle du Québec.
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SCHEDULE 1

Limits of error of Measurement Canada for weigh scales graduated in 10 or 20 kg

Mass verified on a weigh Limits of error

scale graduated at 10 kg in kg
from to

10 5,000 10
5,010 13,000 20
13,010 21,000 30
21,010 29,000 40
29,010 37,000 50
37,010 45,000 60
45,010 53,000 70
53,010 61,000 80
61,010 69,000 90
69,010 77,000 100
77,010 85,000 110
85,010 93,000 120
93,010 101,000 130
2850

Gouvernement du Québec

0.C. 725-2013, 19 June 2013

Sustainable Forest Development Act
(chapter A-18.1)

Forest Protection
Forest Protection Regulation

WHEREAS, under paragraph 1 of section 195 of the
Sustainable Forest Development Act (chapter A-18.1), the
Government may, by regulation, determine the reimburse-
ment mechanisms for expenses incurred in forest fire sup-
pression operations;

WHEREAS, under paragraph 2 of section 195 of the Act,
the Government may, by regulation, determine the cases
in which a fire permit under section 190 is not required
or is not issued;

WHEREAS, under paragraph 3 of section 195 of the
Act, the Government may, by regulation, determine the
conditions a fire permit holder must satisfy when making
a fire in or near a forest;

Mass verified on a Limits of
weigh scale graduated error
at 20 kg in kg
from to

20 10,000 20
10,020 26000 40
26,020 42,000 60
42,020 58,000 80
58,020 74,000 100
74,020 90,000 120
90,020 106,000 140
106,020 122,000 160
122,020 138,000 180
138,020 154,000 200
154,020 170,000 220
170,020 186,000 240
186,020 202,000 260

WHEREAS, under paragraph 4 of section 195 of the Act,
the Government may, by regulation, prescribe safety stan-
dards for the prevention and suppression of forest fires;

WHEREAS, under paragraph 5 of section 195 of the
Act, the Government may, by regulation, determine the
provisions of a regulation whose violation constitutes an
offence and specify, among the fines prescribed by sec-
tion 244, the one to which an offender is liable for a given
offence;

WHEREAS, under paragraph 1 of section 210 of the
Act, the Government may, by regulation, determine the
reimbursement mechanisms for expenses incurred to
implement action plans against destructive insects and
cryptogamic diseases;

WHEREAS, under paragraph 3 of section 210 of the
Act, the Government may, by regulation, determine the
provisions of a regulation whose violation constitutes an
offence and specify, among the fines prescribed by sec-
tion 244, the one to which an offender is liable for a given
offence;

WHEREAS the Government made the Forest Protection
Regulation (chapter A-18.1, r. 10);

WHEREAS it is expedient to replace the Regulation;
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