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Regulations and other acts

Gouvernement du Québec

O.C. 523-2001, 9 May 2001
An Act respecting the Société d’habitation du Québec
(R.S.Q., c. S-8)

Dwellings in low-rental housing
— Conditions for the leasing

By-law respecting the conditions for the leasing of
dwellings in low-rental housing

WHEREAS under subparagraph g of the first paragraph
of section 86 of the Act respecting the Société d’habitation
du Québec (R.S.Q., c. S-8), the Société d’habitation du
Québec may, by by-law, establish the conditions upon
which leases may be taken or granted by a municipality,
a municipal housing bureau or by any organization or
person who obtains a loan, subsidy or allowance for the
carrying out of a housing program;

WHEREAS under the second paragraph of section 86
of the Act, a by-law relating to matters referred to in
subparagraph g of the first paragraph may, subject to the
Charter of human rights and freedoms (R.S.Q., c. C-12)
and the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms (Part I
of Schedule B to the Canada Act, chapter 11 in the 1982
volume of the Acts of the Parliament of the United
Kingdom), include distinctions, exclusions or prefer-
ences based on age, handicap or any element pertaining
to the situation of a person ;

WHEREAS the By-law respecting the conditions for
the leasing of dwellings in low-rental housing approved
by Order in Council 251-92 dated 26 February 1992 was
amended by the by-laws approved by Orders in Council
1008-97 dated 13 August 1997 and 1303-97 dated
8 October 1997 ;

WHEREAS the By-law must be further amended in
order to introduce work incentive measures, a new method
of calculating the minimum basic rent applicable to that
type of dwelling as well as various administrative ad-
justments intended to simplify, relax or specify certain
provisions of the current By-law ;

WHEREAS the board of directors of the Société
d’habitation du Québec adopted, by Resolution 98-077
dated 28 August 1998, amended by Resolution 99-026
dated 9 April 1999, by Resolution 99-053 dated 27 August
1999, by Resolution 99-066 dated 1 October 1999 and by

Resolution 2000-084 dated 15 December 2000, the By-law
respecting the conditions for the leasing of dwellings in
low-rental housing;

WHEREAS that By-law replaces the By-law respecting
the conditions for the leasing of dwellings in low-rental
housing approved by Order in Council 251-92 dated
26 February 1992 and revokes the By-law respecting the
conditions for the leasing of dwellings in low-rental
housing approved by Order in Council 159-90 dated
14 February 1990 ;

WHEREAS, in accordance with sections 10 and 11 of the
Regulations Act (R.S.Q., c. R-18.1), the By-law was pub-
lished in the Gazette officielle du Québec of 10 November
1999, with a notice that it could be submitted to the
Government for approval upon the expiry of 45 days fol-
lowing that publication ;

WHEREAS under section 87 of the Act respecting the
Société d’habitation du Québec, the by-laws of the
Société shall be subject to approval by the Government
and shall come into force on the date of their publication
in the Gazette officielle du Québec or on any later date
determined therein ;

WHEREAS it is expedient to approve the By-law, with
amendments, as attached to this Order in Council ;

IT IS ORDERED, therefore, on the recommendation of
the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Greater Montréal :

THAT the By-law respecting the conditions for the
leasing of dwellings in low-rental housing, attached to
this Order in Council, be approved.

JEAN ST-GELAIS,
Clerk of the Conseil exécutif

By-law respecting the conditions for the
leasing of dwellings in low-rental housing
An Act respecting the Société d’habitation du Québec
(R.S.Q., c. S-8, s. 86, 1st par., subpar. g and 2nd par. ;
1999, c. 40, s. 273)

1. In this By-law, unless the context indicates other-
wise :

“dwelling” means low-rental housing within the mean-
ing of the Civil Code ; (logement)
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“household” means one or several persons occupying
a dwelling ; (ménage)

“independent person” means a person of full age or an
emancipated minor living with the head of the house-
hold ; (personne indépendante)

“occupant 1” means the head of the household, that is
the person who is the regular provider for the needs of
the household or, in the case of an existing lease, the
person identified as occupant 1 ; (occupant 1)

“occupant 2” means the independent person with the
highest annual income, established in accordance with
sections 3 and 4. (occupant 2)

2. For the purposes of this By-law, the following are
not considered income:

(1) amounts received in the form of a real estate tax
refund or a sales tax credit ;

(2) amounts paid to a foster family or foster home
within the meaning of section 312 of the Act respecting
health services and social services (R.S.Q., c. S-4.2) to
take charge of a child or an adult, and amounts paid to
such foster family under the Regulation respecting fi-
nancial assistance to facilitate the adoption of a child,
made by Order in Council 1178-95 dated 30 August
1995 ;

(3) a child tax credit paid under the Income Tax Act
(R.S.C., 1985, ch. 1 (5th Suppl.)) ;

(4) family assistance allowances paid under the Fam-
ily Allowances Act (R.S.Q., c. A-17) in accordance with
sections 61 and 62 of the Act respecting family benefits
(R.S.Q., c. P-19.1) ;

(5) benefits paid under the Act respecting family ben-
efits ;

(6) an orphan’s pension and a pension for a disabled
contributor’s child paid under the Act respecting the
Québec Pension Plan (R.S.Q., c. R-9) ;

(7) employment-assistance benefits paid under sec-
tions 38 to 42 and 44 of the Regulation respecting in-
come support made by Order in Council 1011-99 dated
1 September 1999 under the Act respecting income sup-
port, employment assistance and social solidarity (R.S.Q.,
c. S-32.001) for every dependent child of full age at-
tending an educational institution ;

(8) amounts that a dependent child within the mean-
ing of the Act respecting income support, employment

assistance and social solidarity earns incidentally while
a student, and loans and scholarships paid to him as a
student ;

(9) amounts paid under a program of the Ministère
de la Santé et des Services sociaux for home care and
assistance services ;

(10) special benefits paid pursuant to sections 45 to
76 of the Regulation respecting income support ;

(11) supplementary expenses paid by Emploi-Québec
within the scope of terms and conditions for the applica-
tion of the active measures by Emploi-Québec, financed
by the labour market development fund ;

(12) benefits paid under the parental wage assistance
program under the Act respecting income support, em-
ployment assistance and social solidarity ;

(13) employment-assistance allowances paid during
a calendar year to a person participating in Emploi-
Québec active employment measures, up to a maximum
amount of $1560 per person.

The amounts paid by Emploi-Québec within the scope
of the measure “return to work supplement” financed by
the labour market development fund are considered to be
supplementary expenses referred to in subparagraph 11 of
the first paragraph.

3. The income considered for the purposes of this By-
law are the sums earned during the year preceding the
date of the beginning of the lease by each person making
up the household.

4. The following sums shall be deducted from the
income taken into consideration for the purposes of
section 3 for each person making up the household :

(1) the amount paid by that person as support under
an order or judgment of a competent court ;

(2) the cost of hospitalization or shelter in a child and
youth protection centre, a residential and long-term care
centre and rehabilitation centre referred to in section 79
of the Act respecting health services and social services
paid by that person, except the fees related to the occu-
pancy of a private or semi-private room ;

(3) the operating expenses incurred by that person to
earn income on property or income from self-employ-
ment or the operation of a business excluding any amount
related to a deduction for depreciation or a capital cost
allowance.
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The amount referred to in subparagraph 3 may only
be deducted from the person’s operating income.

5. The rent for a dwelling is determined according to
the number of persons making up the household, their
respective incomes and the services and equipment pro-
vided.

That rent shall be equal to the amount of the basic rent
determined in accordance with section 6 or 8, as the case
may be, and, where applicable, to the contributions es-
tablished in section 10 and the indexation provided for
in sections 11, 12 and 13.

The rent to be paid shall be rounded off to the nearest
dollar.

6. Basic rent shall correspond to 25% of the total
monthly income of both occupants 1 and 2 less an amount
corresponding to 2% of the amount of their annual work
income established by taking into account the reduction
provided for in paragraph 2 of section 7, without ex-
ceeding $30.

However, a lower basic rent may be established where
one of the occupants declares work income, employment-
assistance allowances or both and does not receive ben-
efits paid under the Old Age Security Act (R.S.C., 1985,
c. O-9). The basic rent shall then be the lesser of the
following amounts :

(1) the monthly basic rent stipulated in the lease for
the preceding year, increased by $50 ;

(2) as the case may be, $422 for occupant 1 or $472
for occupants 1 and 2.

Notwithstanding subparagraph 2 of the second para-
graph, the amount of the basic monthly rent may not be
less than the basic monthly rent stipulated in the lease
for the preceding year. In addition, subparagraph 1 of
the second paragraph shall only apply if occupant 1 was
a party to the lease of the preceding year.

The rules related to the calculation of a lower basic
rent provided for in the second and third paragraphs
shall apply only upon the request of occupant 1 and only
if they allow for a reduction in the basic rent that would
otherwise have to be paid. Such request, if accepted,
may only be made once by the same person in which
case, the rent of the dwelling occupied by that person
shall be calculated by taking those rules into considera-
tion but only for three consecutive lease periods calcu-
lated from the date on which the request took effect.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, in the case of a new
lessee whose first lease is less than 12 months, the rules

related to the calculation of a lower basic rent shall then
apply for four consecutive lease periods calculated from
the date on which the application took effect.

If occupant 2 is a child of the head of the household or
of his spouse, the monthly income of that occupant
considered to determine the rent may not exceed $277, if
that child is aged 18 to 20 years, or $554, if aged 21 to
24 years.

The amounts referred to in subparagraph 2 of the
second paragraph and in the fifth paragraph shall be
indexed annually on 1 March in accordance with the
Consumer Price Index for rental dwellings as deter-
mined for the preceding month of December by Statis-
tics Canada for Ville de Montréal. The indexed amounts
shall be rounded off to the nearest dollar. The Société
d’habitation du Québec shall inform the public of the
annual indexation by a notice published in the Gazette
officielle du Québec or by such other means as it may
consider appropriate.

7. The monthly income of occupants 1 and 2 shall be
determined by

(1) adding their annual income in accordance with
sections 3 and 4 ;

(2) where applicable, subtracting an amount corre-
sponding to 10% of their annual work income ;

(3) dividing the result by 12.

8. Notwithstanding section 6, basic rent may not be
less than the minimum basic rent appearing in Schedule 1,
which is established according to the household situa-
tion. That minimum rent is determined, at the time the
lease is entered into or renewed, according to the com-
position of the household, according to whether or not
the persons making up that household receive employ-
ment-assistance benefits under the Act respecting in-
come support employment assistance and social solidar-
ity and, in the case where occupant 1 or, as the case may
be, both occupants 1 and 2 receive such benefits, accord-
ing to whether or not they have a limited capacity for
employment within the meaning of the Act.

For the purposes of Schedule I, a child of full age who
is a student and is a dependent child within the meaning
of the Act respecting income support, employment as-
sistance and social solidarity is considered a child for
the purposes of the composition of the household.

The minimum basic rents provided for in Schedule 1
shall be indexed annually on 1 March by an amount
corresponding to 25% of the total amount of increase,
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for the preceding calendar year, in the employment-
assistance benefits paid under the Act respecting income
support, employment assistance and social solidarity
according to the household situation. The same applies
to minimum rents applicable where at least one occu-
pant does not receive benefits under that Act ; in such a
case, the indexation shall correspond to 25% of the total
increase in the basic employment-assistance benefits
prescribed, according to the household situation, by the
Act respecting income support, employment assistance
and social solidarity. The indexed rents shall be rounded
off to the nearest quarter of a dollar. The Société
d’habitation du Québec shall inform the public of the
annual indexation by a notice published in the Gazette
officielle du Québec or by such other means as it may
consider appropriate.

9. Basic rent determined in accordance with section 6
or 8, as the case may be, shall include the costs for
heating and hot water as well as municipal and school
taxes.

It shall also include the provision of a stove or refrig-
erator in the case of a lease in effect on 31 December
1984, or in the case of a lease in effect after that date if
the space in the dwelling is too small to install a stove
and refrigerator 765-millimetres in width each.

In addition to the costs provided for in the first para-
graph, the basic rent for a room in a rooming house
where at least four rooms are rented or for rent shall also
include the cost of electricity.

10. The contribution provided for in section 5 shall
correspond, for each independent person other than the
person identified as occupant 2, to 25% of the monthly
income of each of those persons, up to a maximum
amount of $69.25 per person.

That amount shall be indexed annually on 1 March in
accordance with the Consumer Price Index for rental
dwellings as determined for the preceding month of
December by Statistics Canada for Ville de Montréal.
The indexed amount shall be rounded off to the nearest
quarter of a dollar. The Société shall inform the public
of the annual indexation by a notice published in the
Gazette officielle du Québec or by such other means as it
may consider appropriate.

The monthly income of each independent person re-
ferred to in the first paragraph shall be determined by
dividing by 12 the annual income established in accord-
ance with sections 3 and 4.

11. The indexation referred to in section 5 that is
added to the basic rent is, as the case may be :

(1) for electricity, excluding heating and hot water,
$26.00 for a bachelor apartment, $29.40 for a one-bed-
room dwelling and $3.40 for each additional bedroom;

(2) $5.00 for each air conditioner installed in the
dwelling ;

(3) $5.00 if the lessee has the use of an outdoor
parking space without an electrical outlet ;

(4) $10.00 if the lessee has the use of an outdoor
parking space with an electrical outlet ;

(5) $20.00 if the lessee has the use of a garage or an
indoor parking space ; and

(6) for any additional parking space provided to the
lessee, $20.00 for an outdoor parking space, $30.00 for a
parking space with an electrical outlet and $50.00 for a
garage or indoor parking space.

The amounts provided for in subparagraph 1 of the
first paragraph shall be indexed annually on 1 March,
according to the Hydro-Québec indexation rate applied
in the preceding year for the supply of electricity to
residences. Those indexed amounts shall be rounded off
to the nearest twentieth of a dollar. The Société shall
inform the public of the annual indexation by a notice
published in the Gazette officielle du Québec or by such
other means as it may consider appropriate.

12. The basic rent of a dwelling referred to by the
Rent Supplement Program shall be reduced

(1) by an amount equal to 1/12th of the total cost of
the water and domestic garbage collection taxes payable
for the fiscal year preceding the beginning date of the
lease, where those taxes are not included in the rent ;

(2) by $44 for a bachelor apartment and for a one-
bedroom dwelling unit, by $48 for a two-bedroom dwell-
ing unit, by $52 for a three-bedroom dwelling unit and
by $64 for a dwelling unit with more than three bed-
rooms, where heating is not included in the rent ;

(3) by $9 for a bachelor apartment and for a one-
bedroom dwelling unit, by $10 for a two-bedroom dwell-
ing unit, by $11 for a three-bedroom dwelling unit and
by $12 for a dwelling unit with more than three bed-
rooms, where hot water is not included in the rent.

The amounts prescribed in subparagraphs 2 and 3
shall be indexed annually on 1 March, according to the
Hydro-Québec indexation rate applied in the preceding
year for the supply of electricity to residences. Those
indexed amounts shall be rounded to the nearest twenti-
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eth of a dollar. The Société shall inform the public of the
annual indexation by a notice published in the Gazette
officielle du Québec or by such other means as it may
consider appropriate.

13. For each stove or refrigerator that the lessor fails
to provide to a lessee in accordance with the second
paragraph of section 9, an amount of $1.50 per appli-
ance shall be subtracted from the basic rent.

14. The term of a lease shall be 12 months.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, a lease entered into
during the year with a new lessee or a lessee referred to
in article 1990 of the Civil Code may be :

(1) for a term of less than 12 months, if the income
considered to determine the rent applicable to that lease
and the income that could be considered for its renewal
do not refer to the same calendar year ;

(2) for a term of more than 12 months, without ex-
ceeding 23 months, if the income considered for that
lease and the income considered for its renewal refer to
the same calendar year.

15. The cost for the use of a washing machine or a
clothes dryer by lessees of a dwelling other than a dwell-
ing subsidized by the Société d’habitation du Québec
under the Rent Supplement Program is $0.75 per use.

16. Where a subsidized dwelling belongs to a coop-
erative, a lessee who is not a member of the cooperative
shall be responsible for any resulting fees. However,
those fees may not exceed 10% of the rent calculated in
accordance with section 5, without taking into consid-
eration the adjustments provided for in section 12.

17. A lessee to whom a low-rental dwelling is allo-
cated and who is required to pay rent for a private or
public dwelling shall be exempt from paying rent for the
low-rental dwelling until the resiliation provided for in
article 1974 or 1995 of the Civil Code, as the case may
be, takes effect. However, that exemption may not ex-
ceed three months.

18. Where a lease is entered into or renewed, the
lessee shall provide the lessor with the names of the
persons living with the lessee, and with the proof re-
quired to determine the rent applicable. The information
shall be provided within one month of the lessor’s re-
quest.

At all times, the lessee is bound to inform the lessor,
within one month, of the arrival of a new occupant.

Should a new occupant arrive between the date on
which the information referred to in the first paragraph
was received and the date on which the lease was en-
tered into or renewed, as the case may be, any new
occupant shall be considered in determining the rent
provided for in section 5.

19. Upon renewal of a lease, if there has been no
change in the composition of the household which was
considered to determine the rent applicable to the pre-
ceding lease, the lessor may, ex officio, so as to deter-
mine the rent applicable to the renewal, index the in-
come appearing in the preceding lease by an amount
equal to the actual indexation of benefits carried out the
preceding year by the competent authorities. Such auto-
matic indexation may be used for a period not exceeding
three consecutive years and for a lessee or occupant, as
the case may be :

(1) who only receives the old age security pension
and maximum guaranteed income supplement ;

(2) who is a beneficiary under the Act respecting
income support, employment assistance and social soli-
darity and who receives, as the case may be, a temporar-
ily limited capacity for employment allowance, where
that allowance is paid to a person who is 55 years of age
or older, or a severely limited capacity for employment
allowance ;

(3) who receives a retirement pension or a surviving
spouse’s pension under the Act respecting the Québec
Pension Plan and is at least 65 years of age.

In such cases, the provisions of the first paragraph of
section 18 do not apply, unless expressly requested by
the lessor. However, a lessee or an occupant referred to
in subparagraph 1, 2 or 3 of the first paragraph who,
throughout the year, benefits from a new source of in-
come or from a change in the allowance received under
the Act respecting income support, employment assist-
ance and social solidarity is bound to inform the lessor
within one month of such a change.

20. The rent payable by a lessee who applies for a
rent reduction because of a decrease in income or a
change in the composition of the household shall be
determined on the basis of the presumed income of all
the occupants for the period for which the reduction is
granted.

In all cases, basic rent may not be less than the mini-
mum basic rent determined in accordance with the pro-
visions of section 8, which is based on the presumed
household situation for the period for which the reduc-
tion is granted.
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An application for a rent reduction shall be accompa-
nied with all the necessary supporting documents.

No application for a monthly rent reduction of less
than $10.00 may be granted.

The lessor shall inform the lessee of his decision
within 30 days of the date on which the application and
the supporting documents were filed.

21. The rent calculated in accordance with section 20
has effect from the month following the month in which
the application was filed and remains in force for a
period determined by the lessor, which may be from one
to six months without exceeding the renewal date of the
lease.

Upon the expiry of that period, the former rent shall
be re-established unless the lessee demonstrates that he
may benefit from an extension of the reduction for an-
other period.

Where the decrease in income is permanent, the rent
reduction shall, notwithstanding the first paragraph, be
granted for the remainder of the lease.

22. Notwithstanding section 6, on the date on which
the immovable in which the lessee lives is acquired by
the lessor, the rent shall be increased by 1% for the first
renewal of the lease and by 2% for each subsequent
renewal, up to 25% if the dwelling becomes low-rental
housing.

23. This By-law does not apply to dwellings for the
Inuit that belong to the Société d’habitation du Québec
and are located north of the 55th parallel.

24. This By-law replaces the By-law respecting the
conditions for the leasing of dwellings in low-rental
housing approved by Order in Council 251-92 dated
26 February 1992.

The By-law respecting the conditions for the leasing
of dwellings in low-rental housing approved by Order in
Council 159-90 dated 14 February 1990 is revoked.

25. This By-law comes into force on the ninetieth
day following the date of its publication in the Gazette
officielle du Québec. It shall apply to any lease entered
into or renewed from that date.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, for a lease in effect on
the date of coming into force of this By-law, for which
the basic rent was calculated by considering the income
earned by a child of the head of the household or of his
spouse who is aged between 18 and 20 years, section 8
of this By-law does not apply upon renewal of the lease
and, where applicable, at subsequent renewals until that
child has reached the age of 21, if :

(1) there has been no change in the composition of
the household that was considered for the purposes of
the preceding lease ;

(2) that child continues to be occupant 2 for the pur-
poses of determining the basic rent applicable to the
renewed lease ;

(3) the application of section 8 of this By-law entails
for the household an increase in the minimum basic rent
as determined under section 2 of the By-law respecting
the conditions for the leasing of dwellings in low-rental
housing approved by Order in Council 251-92 dated
26 February 1992, as amended by the By-laws approved
by Orders in Council 1008-97 dated 13 August 1997 and
1303-97 dated 8 October 1997.

In such case, the minimum basic rent applicable to the
renewed lease is that determined pursuant to section 2
above.

SCHEDULE 1
MINIMUM BASIC RENT

According to the composition of the household and
whether occupant 1 or occupants 1 and 2 receive em-
ployment-assistance benefits under the Act respecting
income support, employment assistance and social soli-
darity

FOR OCCUPANT OR OCCUPANTS RECEIVING
EMPLOYMENT-ASSISTANCE BENEFITS

WITHOUT CHILDREN

Number of occupants Minimum rent

1 adult $122.25

2 adults or more $189.25
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WITH CHILDREN

Occupant 1 and occupant 2, where applicable,
without a limited capacity for employment

Number of adults 1 child 2 children or more

1 adult $183.50 $213.75

2 adults or more $219.50 $243.50

Occupant 1 and occupant 2, where applicable,
with a temporarily limited capacity for employment

Number of adults 1 child 2 children or more

1 adult $209.25 $239.50

2 adults or more $264.25 $288.25

One occupant without a limited capacity for employment,
one with a temporarily limited capacity for employment

Number of adults 1 child 2 children or more

2 adults or more $242.25 $266.25

One occupant with a severely limited capacity for employment

Number of adults 1 child 2 children or more

1 adult $238.00 $269.25

2 adults or more $299.25 $324.00

AT LEAST ONE OCCUPANT DOES NOT RECEIVE
EMPLOYMENT-ASSISTANCE BENEFITS

Number of adults Number of children

0 1 2 or more

1 adult $122.25 $183.50 $213.75

2 adults or more $189.25 $219.50 $243.50

4274

Gouvernement du Québec

O.C. 530-2001, 9 May 2001
An Act respecting the conservation and development of
wildlife
(R.S.Q., c. C-61.1)

Outfitters
— Amendments

Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting outfitters

WHEREAS, under section 102 of the Act respecting
the conservation and development of wildlife (R.S.Q.,
c. C-61.1), renumbered “78.6” by section 14 of chapter 48
of the Statutes of 2000, the Government may make
regulations on the matters set forth therein with respect
to outfitters ;

WHEREAS, under section 97 and paragraph 14 of sec-
tion 162 of the Act, the Government may also make
regulations on the matters set forth therein ;

WHEREAS the Government made the Regulation re-
specting outfitters (R.R.Q., 1981, c. C-61, r. 30) under
certain provisions of the Wild-life Conservation Act
(R.S.Q., c. C-61) ;

WHEREAS, under section 184 of the Act respecting the
conservation and development of wildlife, the provi-
sions of the Wild-life Conservation Act are replaced by
the corresponding provisions of the Act respecting the
conservation and development of wildlife ;

WHEREAS, in accordance with sections 10 and 11 of
the Regulations Act (R.S.Q., c. R-18.1), a draft Regula-
tion to amend the Regulation respecting outfitters was
published in Part 2 of the Gazette officielle du Québec of
2 June 1999 with a notice that it could be made by the
Government upon the expiry of 45 days following that
publication ;

WHEREAS it is expedient to make the Regulation to
amend the Regulation respecting outfitters, attached to
this Order in Council, with amendments ;

IT IS ORDERED, therefore, upon the recommendation
of the Minister responsible for Wildlife and Parks :


