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Annual gross Income replacement indemnities
income (90 % of weighted net income for 1998)

Single or single-parent family

Number of dependents

0 1 2 3 4 or more

48100 27,223.76 28,745.81 29,244.10 29,742.39 30,240.68
48200 27,272.75 28,794.80 29,293.09 29,791.38 30,289.67
48300 27,321.75 28,843.80 29,342.09 29,840.38 30,338.67
48400 27,370.75 28,892.80 29,391.09 29,889.38 30,387.67
48500 27,419.75 28,941.79 29,440.08 29,938.38 30,436.67
48600 27,468.74 28,990.79 29,489.08 29,987.37 30,485.66
48700 27,517.74 29,039.79 29,538.08 30,036.37 30,534.66
48800 27,566.74 29,088.79 29,587.08 30,085.37 30,583.66
48900 27,615.73 29,137.78 29,636.07 30,134.36 30,632.65
49000 27,664.73 29,186.78 29,685.07 30,183.36 30,681.65
49100 27,713.73 29,235.78 29,734.07 30,232.36 30,730.65
49200 27,762.72 29,284.77 29,783.06 30,281.35 30,779.64
49300 27,811.72 29,333.77 29,832.06 30,330.35 30,828.64
49400 27,860.72 29,382.77 29,881.06 30,379.35 30,877.64
49500 27,909.71 29,431.76 29,930.05 30,428.34 30,926.63
49600 27,958.71 29,480.76 29,979.05 30,477.34 30,975.63
49700 28,007.71 29,529.76 30,028.05 30,526.34 31,024.63
49800 28,056.70 29,578.75 30,077.04 30,575.33 31,073.63
49900 28,105.70 29,627.75 30,126.04 30,624.33 31,122.62
50000 28,154.70 29,676.75 30,175.04 30,673.33 31,171.62

1755

M.O., 1997
Order of the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food dated 10 September 1997 concerning
the Regulation respecting reserved designations

An Act respecting reserved designations
and amending the Act respecting the marketing
of agricultural, food and fish products
(1996, c. 51)

The Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food,

CONCERNING section 10 of the Act respecting re-
served designations and amending the Act respecting
the marketing of agricultural, food and fish products
(1996, c. 51);

CONCERNING the publication of the Draft Regulation
respecting reserved designations in Part 2 of the Gazette
officielle du Québec of 30 April 1997, in accordance
with sections 10 and 11 of the Regulations Act (R.S.Q.,
c. R-18.1);

CONCERNING the comments received,

ORDERS:

THE Regulation respecting reserved designations, at-
tached hereto, be made.

Given at Québec, 10 September 1997.

GUY JULIEN

Regulation respecting reserved
designations
An Act respecting reserved designations and amending
the Act respecting the marketing of agricultural, food
and fish products
(1996, c. 51, s. 10)

1. The designation of an agricultural or food product
may be recognized by the Minister of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Food only where the following criteria and
requirements are met:
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(1) in the case of a designation attributed to a product
as an attestation of an organic method of production, the
product must comply with a specification manual whose
standards are at least as stringent as those set forth in the
Guidelines for the Production, Processing, Labelling
and Marketing of Organically Produced Foods, adopted
by the Codex Alimentarius Commission under the Joint
FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme;

(2) in the case of a designation attributed to a product
as an attestation of its region of origin, the product must
bear the name of the region used to identify it, and,

— in the case of a designation of origin, the quality
and features of the product must derive essentially or
exclusively from its geographical site, comprising natu-
ral and human aspects, and the product must be devel-
oped, processed and produced within the region identi-
fied by the designation;

— in the case of a protected geographical indication,
the product must be of predetermined quality, must have
a reputation or must have some other feature attributable
to its geographical origin, and it must be developed,
processed or produced within the region identified by
the designation; and

(3) in the case of a designation attributed to a product
as an attestation of its specificity, one or more aspects of
the product must clearly distinguish it from similar prod-
ucts in the same class.

“Designation” means the identification of a product
which, by virtue of its specific features or method of
production, differs from other products in the same class.

2. The following documents and information shall be
submitted with an application for recognition of a desig-
nation:

— general information about the body applying for
recognition and its internal statutes and by-laws;

— the scope of the designation to be reserved and a
list of the certifiable products;

— a list of the documents, with an indication of the
correspondence between each part and the ISO/IEC
Guide 65;

— the role and term of office of the board of direc-
tors, and a list of its members and the interests they
represent, as well as the role and term of office of each
committee and a list of the committee members;

— the organization chart of the body applying for
recognition;

— the rules of procedure for each committee;

— financial data;

— the inspection plan;

— a list and description of the subcontractors, and the
nature of the subcontracting work;

— the quality policy of the body applying for recog-
nition; and

— a description of the product bearing the designa-
tion, the features that distinguish it from similar prod-
ucts, the advantages of that type of production, the eco-
nomic data related to that production, the distribution
network, potential problems with respect to product imi-
tation or forgery, as well as the economic prospects.

A specification manual shall also be submitted with
an application for recognition of a designation. The
manual shall comprise,

(1) in the case of a designation of organic produc-
tion, the standards provided for in subparagraph 1 of the
first paragraph of section 1;

(2) in the case of a designation of the region of ori-
gin,

(a) the name of the agricultural or food product, con-
taining the designation of origin or the geographical
indication;

(b) a description of the agricultural or food product,
including any raw materials used, as well as the major
physical, chemical, microbiological and organoleptic
features of the product;

(c) the delimitation of the geographical area;

(d) the facts mentioned in paragraph 2 of section 1
proving that the agricultural or food product originates
in that geographical area;

(e) a description of the method by which the agricul-
tural or food product is obtained, and any fair, consis-
tently used local methods;

(f) the facts mentioned in paragraph 2 of section 1
proving an association with the geographical site or with
the geographical origin;
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(g) references in respect of the supervisory structure;
and

(h) specific labelling elements related to the words
“designation of origin” or “protected geographical indi-
cation”, as the case may be, or to the equivalent wording
traditionally used in Québec; and

(3) in the case of an attestation of specificity,

(a) the name, whether it is specific in and of itself or
indicates the specificity of the agricultural or food prod-
uct;

(b) a description of the method of production, includ-
ing the nature and characteristics of the raw material and
ingredients used, as well as of the method used to de-
velop the agricultural or food product, in reference to its
specificity;

(c) facts making it possible to determine in what
respect it is a traditional product, either because it is
produced from traditional raw materials, is of traditional
composition or is produced or processed according to
traditional methods;

(d) a description of the features of the agricultural or
food product, providing an indication of the major physi-
cal, chemical, microbiological and organoleptic features
that determine its specificity; and

(e) the minimum requirements and the inspection pro-
cedures, in reference to specificity.

3. Certification bodies may be members of an ac-
creditation board, as may the representatives of produc-
ers, processors, professional orders, consumers and trad-
ers, as well as any group specifically concerned by a
given designation.

An accreditation board shall be administered by a
board of directors composed of no more than seven
members of whom five must represent respectively the
following sectors:

one representative for certification bodies;
one representative for producers;
one representative for traders;
one representative for processors;and
one representative for consumers.

The other two members must represent, according to
the needs of the accreditation board, other sectors than
those mentioned above.

The Minister shall appoint an observer to the accredi-
tation board and to the board of directors of an accredi-
tation board.

4. The criteria and requirements contained in the ref-
erence manual of an accreditation board and with which
the assessment procedures of certification bodies apply-
ing for accreditation must comply are those set forth in

— ISO/IEC Guide 65: General Requirements for Bod-
ies Operating Product Certification Systems;

— ISO/IEC Guide 61: General Requirements for As-
sessment and Accreditation of Certification/Registra-
tion Bodies; and

— ISO/IEC Guide 39: General Requirements for the
Acceptance of Inspection Bodies.

(ISO/IEC guides are available from the International
Organization for Standardization, Postal Box 56, CH-
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland.)

5. Notwithstanding subparagraph 1 of the first para-
graph of section 1, pending adoption of the Guidelines
for the Production, Processing, Labelling and Marketing
of Organically Produced Foods, to obtain recognition of
a designation attributed as an attestation of an organic
method of production, a product must comply with a
specification manual whose standards are at least as
stringent as those set forth in the Basic Standards of
Organic Agriculture and Food Processing of the Interna-
tional Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements
(IFOAM).

(Those standards are available from IFOAM General
Secretariat, Okozentrum Imsbach D-6695, Tholey-
Theley, Germany.)

6. This Regulation comes into force on 16 October 1997.
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